
SHAPING 
THE 
FUTURE
of Barrow Town Centre

#OURTOWN



OBJECTIVES

STRENGTHEN  
the perception of Barrow as 
the region’s economic engine

REJUVENATE  
the retail and cultural heart 

of Barrow Town Centre

CREATE  
an environment to  

support Town Centre living

IMPROVE 
connectivity and moving 
around the Town Centre

ENHANCE 
the quality of the built 
and green environment

HARNESS  
local identity and  
community pride

THE VISION  
FOR BARROW  
TOWN CENTRE

Harness Barrow’s urban historic 
character and waterfront to create 
a vibrant centre for work, shopping, 
living and entertainment. Supporting  

our residents, employees and visitors 
from the local area, South 

Cumbria and beyond.



WE ARE LOOKING TO 
EXPLORE OPTIONS AND 
OPPORTUNITIES TO:

• Create a new cultural  
and leisure heart to the  
Town Centre

•  Bring unused buildings  
back to life

•  Reconnect the Town Centre 
with the water and docklands

•  Improve public transport  
and the ways to move around 
the Town Centre

•  Improve the Leisure and 
Cultural offer

•  Strengthen community pride  
in Barrow

•  Enhance the market offer

•  Encourage more people to live 
and work in the Town Centre

•  Improve the arrival experience 
to the Town Centre from the 
Station, Marina Village and 
Barrow Island

• Enhance the prominence of 
historic public buildings in the 
Town Centre

RECENT INVESTMENT

While the need for further investment 
is undoubted, you will have noticed that 
more things are happening in Barrow.  
These include a programme of recent 
investments, community events and the 
shortlisting of Barrow as part of the 
Great British High Street Awards.
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WE HAVE EMBARKED ON A JOURNEY
Barrow is changing! Its local economy has the potential  
to continue to grow and thrive, underpinned by submarine 
programmes and offshore energy developments, strong 
manufacturing base and increased investment by the  
private and public sector.

These opportunities are unmistakeable, and supported by 
established local businesses the Town Centre is an important 
element of Barrow’s offer.  That said, there is no escaping the 
challenges faced by town centres today and we want ours  
to go from strength to strength; acting as a key asset for  

Barrow and its community. In support of this, we are 
developing a Town Centre Framework that can 

support the future vitality of the Town 
Centre and support opportunities  

to secure new investment 
within the town.

New Health Centre

Library improvement

CULTURAL CIVIC 
& LEISURE HEART

STATION 
GATEWAY

BARROW ISLAND 
GATEWAY

HISTORIC 
DUKE STREET

New Holiday Inn Hotel

Dock Museum Investment

Now we need to 
work together on 
projects which will 
bring new life to  
the Town Centre.

VIBRANT RETAIL 
EXPERIENCE

MARINA 
VILLAGE 

GATEWAY



ROOM FOR IMPROVEMENT
There are some great things happening in Barrow,  
but we know there’s more we can do:

• we want to attract more visitors to the Town Centre  
more often and create opportunities for people  
to spend more time and money;

• we want to make it easier to get to where you want  
to go in and around the Town Centre;

• we want to find new uses for empty buildings  
supporting the creation of new jobs  

and homes;

• we want to see more uses and  
activities supporting the  

role and vibrancy of  
Barrow as a key 

destination. 
 

HAVE YOUR SAY
To find out how you can play your part in 
revitalising Barrow Town Centre, please visit 
our website for more details on how you can 
do this:
 www.barrowbc.gov.uk/business/barrow-  
 town-centre-regeneration

Or you can email us on:
 developmentplans@barrowbc.gov.uk 

These 
suggestions 
are opportunities 
we feel could help 
revitalise Barrow 
Town Centre. 

Barrow has been shortlisted 
for central government funding 
(including the Future High Streets 
Fund, Town Deals Fund and Heritage 
Action Zone) and we want to understand 
what you think we should be focusing on. 
This potential funding could help to address 
some aspirations and opportunities raised as part 
of this Consultation for the Town Centre. 




