BOROUGH OF BARROW-IN-FURNESS

A MEETING OF THE COUNCIL of this Borough was held at the Town Hall, Barrow-in-Furness at 5.30 p.m. on Tuesday the 19th day of March, 2013 to take into consideration and determine upon the following subjects, namely: -



1.
-
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (IF ANY).



2.
-
MINUTES.



3.
-
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.



4.
-
ANNOUNCEMENTS.

5.
-
(A)  
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE 
FOLLOWING COMMITTEES AND 
CONSIDER RECOMMENDATIONS.



(1)
PLANNING



(2)
LICENSING



(3)
EXECUTIVE



(4)
AUDIT

(B)  
QUESTIONS TO THE LEADER OF THE COUNCIL.




6.
-
NOTICE OF MOTION UNDER RULE 11.

7.
 -
TO ORDER THE COMMON SEAL TO BE         AFFIXED TO DOCUMENTS.

PRESENT:- Councillor Maddox (Mayor in the Chair) and Councillors Barlow, Bell, Biggins, Burns, Callister, Cassidy, Derbyshire, Doughty, Garnett, Graham, Guselli, Hamilton, Irwin, Johnston, R. McClure, W. McClure, Murray, Opie, Pidduck, Pointer, Preston, Richardson, Seward, Sweeney, C. Thomson, M. A. Thomson, Wall, Williams and Wilson.

The meeting was opened with prayers by the Mayor’s Chaplain.

64 – Mayor’s Announcement

The Mayor announced that today was the Mayor’s Chaplain, Linda Cronin’s last meeting as she was moving to a new ministry in Cheltenham.  The Mayor wished her well in her new ministry and the Mayoress presented Reverend Cronin with a bouquet of flowers as a thank you from the Council.
65 – Declarations of Interest

Councillor Burns declared an other registrable interest in Agenda Item No. 6 – Notice of Motion under Rule 11 – Parkview School as she was a Member of Cumbria County Council and she was also a Governor of the Furness Academy.  She later declared an other registrable interest with regards to the motion about the Furness General Hospital Oncology Department as she was a Governor on the NHS Foundation Trust.
Councillor Guselli declared an other registrable interest in Agenda Item No. 6 – Notice of Motion under Rule 11 – Parkview School as he was a Member of Cumbria County Council and he lived in West Avenue which is in the vicinity of the building.

Councillor Hamilton declared an other registrable interest in Agenda Item No. 6 – Notice of Motion under Rule 11 – Parkview School as he was a Member of Cumbria County Council.  

66 – Minutes

The Minutes of the meetings of the Council held on 22nd January and 26th February, 2013 were taken as read and confirmed.

67 – Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Husband, McKenna, Murphy, Pemberton and Roberts.
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES
68 – Planning
It was moved by Councillor M. A. Thomson, and

RESOLVED:- That the report of meetings of the Planning Committee held on 5th February and 5th March, 2013 be received.

69 – Licensing

It was moved by Councillor Callister, and

RESOLVED:- That the report of the meeting of the Licensing Committee held on 7th February, 2013 be received. 

70 – Executive

It was moved by Councillor Pidduck and seconded by Councillor Sweeney that the report of the meetings of the Executive Committee held on 23rd January and 20th February, 2013 be received and that each of the recommendations contained therein be adopted.

RESOLVED:- That the report of the meetings of the Executive Committee held on 23rd January and 20th February, 2013 be received and that each of the recommendations contained therein be adopted.

71 – Audit

It was moved by Councillor Burns and seconded by Councillor Murray that the meeting of the Audit Committee held on 7th March, 2013 be received and that the recommendation contained therein be adopted.
RESOLVED:- That the report of the meeting of the Audit Committee held on 7th March, 2013 be received and that the recommendation contained therein be adopted.
72 – Questions to the Leader of the Council
Three questions had been submitted to the Leader of the Council under notice as required by Standing Order 10.2 and 10.4 as follows:-

1.
Councillor Guselli asked the following:-

“The Leader will recall that recently, proposals to make unsatisfactory changes to the provision of care within Furness General Hospital, specifically to the special baby care unit were abandoned following a public outcry.

The proposals caused considerable concern and anxiety amongst a great many people who whilst delighted that a solution had been identified and implemented by the Hospital Trust at the eleventh hour, thought that perhaps, efforts should have been made to identify it sooner and avoid the unnecessary hurt that the people of Barrow and Furness had to endure.

Now, we hear that Furness General Hospital’s dedicated Oncology inpatient unit faces an uncertain future following an announcement by trust bosses; an Oncology unit which I understand was, and still is supported by considerable public donations.

However, finances aside, we are advised that in the same way, the proposals regarding the special baby care unit were allegedly beneficial to service users, that the changes proposed to Oncology will be similarly beneficial.  Once again, service users disagree.

Every Member here appreciates the incredible work of staff at our hospital, but who by now, must be distraught at seeing their efforts being undermined.

There is already a public outcry even greater than that which the changes to the special baby care unit attracted.

I have written to the Secretary of State, my colleague Darren McSweeney has written to Jackie Daniel, Chief Executive UHMBT and I understand our MP’s office is also involved.

I therefore invite the Leader to arrange a meeting with the Chief Executive of the Trust inviting her to explain to all Members what is happening at UHMBT and what action is to be taken to prevent perceived further dilution of key services at Furness General Hospital and what is being done to prevent further damage to the reputation this hospital once enjoyed”.

2.
Councillor Richardson asked the following:-

“Some months ago the Leader, at my request, agreed to submit a proposal to the Cumbria Leaders Board, that an “Armed Forces Covenant”, should be adopted by all local authorities across Cumbria.

Will the Leader advise the Council on the progress made towards achieving our objective”.

3.
Councillor Richardson asked the following:-

“In 2010 the Leader of the Labour Group asked me, as the then Leader of the Council, to provide a list of the new initiatives introduced by the Conservative Group during my then 2 years as Leader of the Council.

Will the Leader provide a list of new initiatives introduced by the Labour Group since May 2011”.

The Leader responded to the questions by Members and addressed the concerns raised.
73 – Notice of Motion under Rule 11

The following motion had been signed by Councillors Richardson and Guselli and had been provided to the Council with notice under Rule 11:-

“The Council agree to submit a formal application, to the appropriate Government Agency/Department, for the 2 buildings which are known locally as ‘Parkview School’ to be designated as Listed Buildings.”
It was further moved by Councillor Richardson and seconded by Councillor Guselli that a named vote be taken.  The named vote was recorded as follows:-

Those in favour of the motion, 5, namely Councillors Guselli, R. McClure, W. McClure, Richardson and Williams.

Those against the motion, 24, namely Councillors Barlow, Bell, Biggins, Burns, Callister, Cassidy, Derbyshire, Doughty, Garnett, Graham, Hamilton, Irwin, Johnston, Maddox, Opie, Pidduck, Pointer, Preston, Seward, Sweeney, C. Thomson, M. A. Thomson, Wall and Wilson.
Abstention, 1, namely Councillor Murray.

RESOLVED:- That the motion was thereupon declared lost.

74 – Suspension of Council Procedure Rules under Rule 21.1

It was moved by Councillor Sweeney and seconded by Councillor Garnett that under Rule 21.1 the Suspension of Council Procedure Rules be made to enable Procedure 11.1 to be suspended to enable motions without notice to take place.

A vote was taken and it was unanimously;
RESOLVED:- That Procedure Rule 11.1 be suspended to enable motions without notice to take place.
75 – Motions without Notice under Rule 21.1
The following motion was moved by Councillor Sweeney and seconded by Councillor Garnett at the meeting without notice under the suspension of Rule 11.1:-

1.
“Council notes that Cumbria County Council has various assets becoming surplus to requirements over the coming months and years.  These include the Alfred Barrow, Thorncliffe and Parkview Schools.  In view of the scale of the disposal of public sector assets over the next few years Council instructs the Leader and the Executive Director to write to the County Council to request that a local joint Property Working Group be set up with participation from the NHS.  The objective of the working group to be to ensure that these public assets bring long term benefit to the people of the Borough.

Council notes with pleasure that the pupils of Furness Academy will move in to their new premises later this year and welcomes this improvement to the Borough’s educational facilities.


Council notes that Sport England is providing funding towards an athletics facility at Furness Academy and commits to working towards the speedy establishment of this track”.

Following a debate by Members, it was further moved by Councillor Sweeney and seconded by Councillor Garnett that a named vote be taken.  The named vote was recorded as follows:-

Those in favour of the motion, 30, namely Councillors Barlow, Bell, Biggins, Burns, Callister, Cassidy, Derbyshire, Doughty, Garnett, Graham, Guselli, Hamilton, Irwin, Johnston, R. McClure, W. McClure, Maddox, Murray, Opie, Pidduck, Pointer, Preston, Richardson, Seward, Sweeney, C. Thomson, M. A. Thomson, Wall, Williams and Wilson.

RESOLVED:- That the motion be declared unanimously carried.

A further motion was submitted by Councillor Sweeney without notice by suspension of Procedure Rule 11 which was seconded by Councillor Guselli.  The motion was as follows:-

2.
“Council notes with dismay that since our last meeting the UHMBT have put forward two hastily formulated and ill thought out proposals, at short notice and apparently without consulting with the CCG, that have caused widespread anger, distress and concern.

Council resolves to take all the steps it can to protect the health and wellbeing of the people of the Borough and instructs the Leader and Executive Director to:-

(i) Make our concerns know to UHMBT;

(ii) Write to the Secretary of State for Health, noting that funding issues, in particular the speed at which deficits are being required to be addressed, are putting unmanageable strains on the trust and requesting that this be reviewed;

(iii) Request that the acting Director of Public Health for Cumbria visit Barrow and meet with Councillors’, Officers and other interested parties to review the situation and explore any ways in which the funding pressures on UHMBT could be reduced, for instance by speeding up the discharge of patients (reducing bed blocking); and

(iv) Write to the acting Chief Constable to express our concern at the length of time the Police investigations into FGH are taking and the obvious additional problems this delay is causing”.

Following a response from the Leader, Councillors Sweeney and Guselli under Procedure Rule 13.8 withdrew point (iv) of the motion.
The motion (excluding point (iv)) was voted upon and it was unanimously;
RESOLVED:- That the motion (excluding point (iv)) be carried.

76 – Common Seal

RESOLVED:- That the Council authorises the affixing of its Common Seal to any documents to give effect to the Minutes and proceedings of the Committees submitted to or approved by this meeting and any other matters dealt with at this meeting.

The meeting closed at 7.12 p.m.
