BOROUGH OF BARROW-IN-FURNESS

A MEETING OF THE COUNCIL of this Borough was held at the Town Hall, Barrow-in-Furness at 7.00 p.m. on Tuesday 22nd day of March, 2011 to take into consideration and determine upon the following subjects, namely: -



1.
 -
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (IF ANY).



2.
-
MINUTES.



3.
 -
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.



4.
-
ANNOUNCEMENTS.

5.       -
(A)  
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE 
FOLLOWING COMMITTEES AND 
CONSIDER RECOMMENDATIONS.


(1)
PLANNING



(2)
LICENSING



(3)
EXECUTIVE



(4)
AUDIT  
(B)  
QUESTIONS TO THE LEADER OF THE COUNCIL.




6
-
STATEMENT OF RETIREMENT OF                  




MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL.

7.         -
TO ORDER THE COMMON SEAL TO BE         AFFIXED TO DOCUMENTS.

Present:- Councillors McClure (Mayor in the Chair), Barlow, Biggins, Callister, Dawes, Doughty, English, Garnett, Guselli, Hamezeian, Heath, Husband, Irwin, James, McCormick, McEwan, Maddox, Maltman, Pidduck, Pointer, Richardson, Roberts, Stephenson, Sweeney, C. Thomson, M. A. Thomson, Unwin, Waiting, Williams and Wood.

The meeting opened with prayers by the Mayor’s Chaplain.

64 – Minute Silence

The Mayor requested Members to stand and observe a minute silence as a mark of respect for former Councillor and Mayor, Stephen MacDonald Smart, who had sadly passed away recently and to the memory of all those who died as a consequence of the Japanese earthquake and tsunami disaster.
65 – Declarations of Interest

Councillor Dawes declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Minute No. 138, Executive Committee (Review of Advisory Committees) as she was an allotment holder.
Councillor Doughty declared a personal interest in anything which related to Dalton Town Council as he was a Member of Dalton Town Council.

Councillor Guselli declared a personal interest in Minute No. 142, Executive Committee (Cumbria Minerals and Waste Development Framework Site Allocations Policies DPD) and in anything which related to Cumbria County Council as he was a Cumbria County Councillor.

Councillor Heath declared a personal interest in anything which related to Cumbria County Council as she was a Cumbria County Councillor.
Councillor D. Roberts declared a personal interest in anything which related to Cumbria County Council as he was a Cumbria County Councillor.  

Councillor Waiting declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Minute No. 139, Executive Committee (Keep Our Future Afloat) as she was a Member of the KOFAC.

Councillor Wood declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Minute No. 138, Executive Committee (Review of Advisory Committees) as he was an allotment holder.

66 – Minutes

The Minutes of the meetings of the Council held on 25th January and 1st March, 2011 were taken as read and confirmed.
67 – Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were submitted from Councillors Bell, Flitcroft, Hammond, Jefferson, Marcus and Murphy.
68 – Announcement by the Mayor – HMS Walney

The Mayor confirmed that the Ministry of Defence had agreed to a request for the ships bell from HMS Walney, which had been decommissioned, be gifted to the Council.  Arrangements were being made to bring the bell to Barrow and be displayed in an appropriate and prominent position.  

Reports of Committees

69 – Planning

It was moved by Councillor McClure and,

RESOLVED:- That the report of the meetings of the Planning Committee held on 1st and 22nd February and 15th March, 2011 be received.

70 – Licensing

It was moved by Councillor Roberts and,

RESOLVED:- That the report of the Licensing Committee held on 3rd February, 2011 be received.

71 – Executive

It was moved by Councillor Guselli and seconded by Councillor Williams that the meetings of the Executive Committee held on 2nd February and 16th March, 2011 be received and that each of the recommendations contained therein be adopted.

It was further moved by Councillor Pidduck and seconded by Councillor Waiting that an amendment to the recommendation of Minute No. 138 of the Executive Committee held on 16th March, 2011 – Review of Advisory Committee be referred back to the Executive Committee for reconsideration.  It was duly voted upon and declared carried.

It was further moved by Councillor Hamezeian and seconded by Councillor McEwan that an amendment to the recommendation of Minute No.137 of the Executive Committee held on 16th March, 2011 – Housing Market Renewal Programme – Demolition of Property on Marsh Street be made as follows:-

Delete recommendations 1, 2, 3 and 4 and substitute with “Rather than demolish these properties the Council resolves to keep them as Council houses and bring them up to a standard where they can be let to people on the Council’s waiting list as soon as possible”.

It was further moved by Councillor Hamezeian and duly seconded by Councillor McEwan that a named vote be taken.  The named vote was recorded as follows:-

Those in favour of the amendment to the motion 2, namely Councillors Hamezeian and McEwan.

Against the amendment 28, namely Councillors Barlow, Biggins, Callister, Dawes, Doughty, English, Garnett, Guselli, Heath, Husband, Irwin, James, McCormick, McClure, Maddox, Maltman, Pidduck, Pointer, Richardson, Roberts, Stephenson, Sweeney, C. Thomson, M.A. Thomson, Unwin, Waiting, Williams and Wood.

The amendment was thereupon declared lost. 

It was further moved by Councillor Hamezeian and seconded by Councillor McEwan that an amendment to the recommendation of Minute No. 137 – Housing Market Renewal Programme – Demolition of Property on Marsh Street – be made as follows:-

Delete recommendations 1, 2, 3 and 4 and refer the matter back to Executive Committee for reconsideration.

The amendment was duly voted upon and declared lost.  
It was further moved by Councillor Hamezeian and seconded by Councillor McClure that an amendment to the recommendation of Minute No. 140 of the Executive Committee held on 16th March, 2011 – Transport Costs be made as follows:-

To include an additional point at point d: “to take steps to remove the enhanced lump sum payment (car allowance) to all Chief Officers of the Council”.
It was further moved by Councillor Hamezeian and duly seconded by Councillor McEwan that a named vote be taken.  The named vote was recorded as follows:-

Those in favour of the amendment 4, namely Councillors Hamezeian, McEwan, Stephenson and Wood.

Against the amendment 26, namely Barlow, Biggins, Callister, Dawes, Doughty, English, Garnett, Guselli, Heath, Husband, Irwin, James, McCormick, McClure, Maddox, Maltman, Pidduck, Pointer, Richardson, Roberts, Sweeney, C. Thomson, M.A. Thomson, Unwin, Waiting and Williams.

The amendment was thereupon declared lost.

RESOLVED:- That the meeting of the Executive Committee held on 2nd February and 16th March, 2011 be received and that each of the recommendations contained therein be approved along with the amendment in relation to the Review of the Advisory Committees.

72 – Audit

It was moved by Councillor Unwin and,

RESOLVED:- That the report of the meeting of the Audit Committee held on 8th March, 2011 be received.

73 – Questions to the Leader of the Council

The Leader of the Council took the following questions without notice from Members which were relevant to the business of the meeting.

1. With reference to Minute No. 137 of the Executive Committee held on 16th March, 2011 regarding Housing Market Renewal Programme – Demolition of Property on Marsh Street.  Councillor Waiting queried whether the Leader had written to the Minister of Housing expressing concern regarding the programme.

2. With reference to Minute No. 137 of the Executive Committee held on 16th March, 2011 regarding Housing Market Renewal Programme – Demolition of Property on Marsh Street.  Councillor Biggins requested information on the future of the land once demolition was complete.

3. In respect of Minute No. 41 of the Audit Committee held on 8th March, 2011 regarding Performance Management.  Councillor Sweeney queried why only one target had been addressed under KP5: Improve the effectiveness and efficiency of Barrow Council.

The Leader responded to these questions by Members and addressed the concerns raised.

74 – Statement of Retirement of Members of the Council

The Chief Executive reported that in accordance with Section 33 of the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007, the Council’s electoral cycle had been moved from the holding of ordinary elections by thirds, to whole Council elections for all Councillors of the Borough Council to come into effect for the May Elections in 2011 and every four years after and the terms of office of all Members of the Council expires on 9th May, 2011.
The Chairman conveyed his thanks on behalf of the Borough to all Councillors for their work.

RESOLVED:- That such statement be noted.

75 – Common Seal

RESOLVED:- That the Council authorises the affixing of its Common Seal to any documents to give effect to the minutes and proceedings of the Committees submitted to or approved by this meeting and any other matters dealt with at this meeting.

The meeting closed at 8.20 p.m.
