EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE









Meeting: 21st May, 2008








at 2.00 p.m. 

PRESENT:- Councillors Guselli (Chairman), Williams (Vice-Chairman), Barlow, Flitcroft, Garnett, J. Hamezeian, Marcus, Millar, Pemberton, Pidduck, Richardson and Stephenson.
1 – The Local Government Act, 1972 as amended by the Local Government (Access to Information) Act, 1985 and Access to Information (Variation) Order 2006 – Urgent Item
RESOLVED:- That by reason of the special circumstances outlined below the Chairman is of the opinion that the following items of business not specified on the agenda should be considered at the meeting as a matte of urgency in accordance with Section 100B(4)(b) of the Local Government Act, 1972.



Item





Reason
The Ship Inn, Piel Island (Minute No. 10)
To enable the Contractor to           






commence refurbishment works           






before the next meeting of this           






Committee.
2 – The Local Government Act, 1972 as amended by the Local Government (Access to Information) Act, 1985 and Access to Information (Variation) Order 2006

Discussion arising hereon it was

RESOLVED:- That under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act, 1972 the public and press be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they involved the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 (Minute Nos. 11 and 12) of Part One of Schedule 12A of the said Act.

3 – Disclosures of Interest

Councillor Marcus declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the Urgent Item – The Ship Inn, Piel Island (Minute No. 10) as he knows the family.  He left the meeting during consideration of the item.
4 – Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting held on 9th April, 2008 were agreed as a correct record.

5 – Appointments on Outside Bodies, Panels, Working Groups etc.

The Chief Executive reported that at the Annual meeting on 14th May, 2008 the allocation of seats in respect of Forums, Panels, Working Groups etc. and certain Outside Bodies had been agreed.

The Council was asked to recommend with the exception of the Housing Management Forum the allocation of seat on Outside Bodies, Forums, Panels, Working Groups etc. be delegated to the appropriate Committees to make the necessary appointments.

Group Leaders had supplied details of the recommended appointments for confirmation by this Committee.

RESOLVED:- (i) To approve the under-mentioned Outside Bodies in accordance with Notional Seats Allocations; and

(ii) To agree the under-mentioned appointments to Outside Bodies, Forums, Panels and Working Groups.

Allotments Liaison Committee (9 seats – 4:2:1:1:1)
Councillors Barlow, Bleasdale, Dawes, J Hamezeian, James, Jefferson, Liversedge, Millar and M Roberts. 

Barrow Local Committee – Highways Advisory Group (3 seats – 2:1:0:0:0)
Councillors Barlow, Bell and McClure.

Cumbria Branch LGA (3 seats – 2:1:0:0:0)

Councillors Pidduck, Richardson and Williams.
Local Joint Consultative Committee (9 seats – 4:2:1:2:0)
Councillors Begley, Bell, Garnett, Guselli, R Hamezeian, Pidduck, Richardson, Stephenson and Williams.

Cemeteries and Crematorium Liaison Committee (5 seats – 2:1:1:1:0)

Councillors R Hamezeian, Hammond, Irwin, James and Unwin.

Health and Safety Joint Sub-Committee (9 seats – 4:1:2:1:1)

Councillors Bell. Flitcroft, Garnett, Guselli, R Hamezeian, Hammond, Millar, Solloway and Williams.

Barrow Borough Sports Council (3 seats – 2:1:0:0:0)

Councillors Callister, Pemberton and Unwin.

Wildlife and Heritage Advisory Committee (9 seats – 4:2:1:1:1)

Councillors J Hamezeian, Husband, James, Marcus, Pemberton, Stephenson Unwin, Waiting, and Wood. 

Furness Strategic Partnership (3 seats – 2:1:0:0:0)

Councillors Pidduck, Richardson and Williams.
REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES, ETC. 2008/2009

(1)
AIR TRAINING CORPS (NO. 128 SQUADRON)


The Mayor (Councillor D Roberts).

(2)
ANCHOR STAYING PUT BARROW-IN-FURNESS ADVISORY GROUP


Councillors Bell and Waiting.
(3)
ASKAM AND IRELETH REGENERATION PARTNERSHIP


Councillor Heath and Unwin.

(4)
BARROW AND DISTRICT COUNCIL FOR VOLUNTARY SERVICE


Councillor Flitcroft.
(5)
BARROW AND DISTRICT ACCIDENT PREVENTION COMMITTEE

Councillors Bell and Flitcroft.
(6)
BARROW BOROUGH ARTS FORUM


Councillors Marcus and Wood.

(7)
BARROW BOROUGH DISABILITY SPORT AND LEISURE FORUM:

GENERAL COMMITTEE


Councillors Flitcroft (Substitute: Councillor Liversedge).

(8)
BARROW CHILDREN’S CENTRES ADVISORY GROUP


Councillor Heath.

(9)
BARROW EARLY INTERVENTION DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 


PROJECT: MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE


Councillor M Roberts.

(10)
BARROW FOOD FORUM


Councillor Bell.

(11)
BARROW-IN-FURNESS CRIME AND DISORDER REDUCTION 


PARTNERSHIP


Councillors Pidduck and Williams.

(12)
BARROW-IN-FURNESS PUBLIC SAFETY SCHEME LOCAL LIAISON COMMITTEE


Councillors Bell, Pidduck and Williams.

(13)
BARROW-IN-FURNESS SEA CADET CORPS COMMITTEE


The Mayor (Councillor D Roberts).
(14)
BARROW AREA COMMUNITY LIAISON FORUM 


Councillors Pidduck and Richardson.                          
(15) 
BARROW ISLAND MASTERPLAN


Director of Regeneration and Community Services and Councillor Wood

(16)
BARROW LOCAL PARTNERSHIP – SCHOOLS REVIEW

Councillors D Roberts and Williams.

(17)
BARROW PORT STRATEGIC MANAGEMENT TEAM 


Director of Regeneration and Community Services.

(18)
BARROW TRANSPORT ADVISORY GROUP


Councillor Guselli.
(19)
BILLINCOAT CHARITY TRUST


Councillors Bell, Bleasdale, Heath, James, Millar and Unwin.


(Councillors Dalton North and South Wards). (until 2011)
(20)
BRITISH GAS HYDROCARBON RESOURCES LTD: LOCAL LIAISON COMMITTEE


Councillors Bell, Pidduck and Wood.

(21)
BRITISH NUCLEAR FUELS LIMITED: RAMSDEN DOCK TERMINAL
STAKEHOLDER GROUP


Councillors McClure, Pidduck and Wood.

(22)
BUCCLEUCH HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE


Councillor Bleasdale.

(23)
CENTRAL AND HINDPOOL NEIGHBOURHOOD MANAGEMENT BOARD



Leader plus Councillors Irwin and Pidduck.

(24)
CITIZENS' ADVICE BUREAU


Councillors Flitcroft and Wood.

(25) 
CUMBRIA CAR PARKS POLICY REVIEW


Councillor Dawes.

__________
COMMUNITY CENTRES
(26)
ASKAM AND IRELETH COMMUNITY CENTRE MANAGEMENT 
COMMITTEE

Councillors Guselli and Unwin and two Councillors representing Dalton North Ward (Councillors Bleasdale and Heath).

(27)
HAWCOAT COMMUNITY CENTRE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE


Councillors Richardson and Guselli and one Councillor 
  representing Hawcoat Ward (Councillor JD Roberts).

(28)
ROOSEGATE COMMUNITY HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Councillors Guselli and Williams and one Councillor representing Roosecote Ward (Councillor McClure).

(29)
COUNTY/DISTRICT TRANSPORT LIAISON GROUP

Councillors Bleasdale and Williams.

(30)
CUMBRIA ALCOHOL AND DRUG ADVISORY SERVICE


Councillor Flitcroft.

(31)
CUMBRIA COMMUNITY LEGAL SERVICES PARTNERSHIP

Councillor Pemberton.

(32)
CUMBRIA HEALTH AND WELL BEING SCRUTINY COMMITTEE


Councillor Heath.

(33) 
CUMBRIA PENSIONS FORUM


Councillor Williams.

(34)
CUMBRIA PLAYING FIELDS ASSOCIATION


Councillor Pemberton.

(35)
CUMBRIA STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP


Councillor Richardson (Substitute: Councillor Williams).
(36)
CUMBRIA STRATEGIC WASTE PARTNERSHIP


Councillor D. Roberts.

(37)
CUMBRIA SUB-REGIONAL HOUSING OFFICERS GROUP


Councillor James.

(38)
CUMBRIA SUPPORTING PEOPLE FORUM 


Councillor James.

(39)
CUMBRIA TOURIST BOARD


General Council: Councillor Williams.

Deputy: Councillor Bell.
(40)
CUMBRIA VALUATION TRIBUNAL

Councillor D. Pidduck (Appointed to 31.3.2009).

Mr R. A. Bedgar (Appointed to 31.3.2012).
(41)
CUMBRIA VISION BOARD: BARROW/SOUTH LAKELAND


Councillor Richardson.

(42)
DALTON DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP


Councillor Bell.

(43)
DUDDON ESTUARY PARTNERSHIP


Councillors Bell and Bleasdale.

(44)
EQUALITIES WORKING PARTY


Councillor Flitcroft.

(45)
EXECUTIVE COMMISSIONING GROUP


The Chairman of the Housing Management Forum (Councillor James).

(46)
FAIRTRADE WORKING GROUP

Councillor Marcus plus one additional member from the Conservative Group.

(47)
FRIENDS OF WALNEY


Councillor Marcus.

(48)
FURNESS COLLEGE BOARD


Councillor Heath.

(49)
FURNESS DRUG REFERENCE GROUP


Councillor Flitcroft.

(50)
FURNESS ENTERPRISE: SUPERVISORY BOARD

Non Executive Directors – Councillors Pidduck and Richardson and the Chief Executive.

(51)
FURNESS LOCAL PARTNERSHIP GROUP 


Councillors Guselli and Williams.

(52)
FURNESS MARITIME TRUST

Council of Trustees:- Councillors Dawes, Irwin, Unwin and Williams plus the Chief Executive and Borough Treasurer.

(53)
  HEALTH SCRUTINY CROSS PARTY WORKING GROUP: 
(CUMBRIA HEALTH OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE)

Councillor Heath.

Substitute 1: Councillor Dawes


Substitute 2: Councillor Wood

(54)
HEART OF BARROW BOARD

Councillor Richardson plus Chief Executive.

(55) 
JOINT ICT PROJECT BOARD


Councillor Williams, Director of Corporate Services and Borough 


Treasurer.

(56)
JOINT PROCEUREMENT WITH SLDC – REFUSE COLLECTION


Councillor Williams.

(57)
JOINT RURAL PARTNERSHIPS PROJECT WORKER: ASKAM AND 
IRELETH AND DALTON STEERING GROUP 


Councillor Heath.

(58)
LAKE DISTRICT PENINSULA TOURISM PARTNERSHIP

Councillor Williams plus Director of Regeneration and Community Services.

(59)
LAKES WORLD HERITAGE SITE STEERING GROUP 


Councillor Guselli.

(60)
LANCASTER UNIVERSITY: COURT

The Mayor (Councillor D Roberts).

(61)
  LIBERATA PARTNERSHIP BOARD


  Councillors Richardson, Waiting and Williams.

(62)
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION: GENERAL ASSEMBLY


Councillor Richardson.

(63)
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION NUCLEAR ISSUES SPECIAL    INTEREST GROUP

               Leader of the Council: Councillor Richardson.
            Councillor Williams.

(64)
LOCAL GOVERNMENT INFORMATION UNIT: MANAGEMENT 
COMMITTEE


Councillor Flitcroft.

(65)
NATIONAL PARKING ADJUDICATION SERVICE COMMITTEE


Councillor Williams (Substitute: Councillor Dawes).

(66)
NATIONAL SOCIETY FOR CLEAN AIR

Councillors James, McClure and Roberts and the Chief Environmental Health Officer or a member of his staff.

(67)
NORTH WEST COUNCILS AGAINST FLUORIDATION


Councillor Pemberton.

(68)
NORTH WEST ENGLAND OBJECTIVES 2 AND 3 PROGRAMME: 
EXECUTIVE GROUP

Director of Regeneration and Community Services.

(69)
NORTH WESTERN LOCAL AUTHORITIES' EMPLOYERS' 
ORGANISATION

The Chairman of the Executive Committee (Councillor Guselli).

Substitute: Vice-Chairman of the Executive Committee (Councillor 
Williams).

(70)
NORTH WEST RAIL STEERING GROUP


Councillor Williams.

(71)
NORTH WEST REGIONAL ASSEMBLY


Councillor Richardson.

(72)
PARISH COUNCIL LIAISON MEETINGS


(1) 
Askam and Ireleth



Dalton North Ward Councillors (Councillors Bleasdale, Heath and Unwin).  Executive Committee – Councillors Pidduck, Richardson and Williams. 


(2)
Dalton with Newton

Dalton North Ward Councillors (Councillors Bleasdale, Heath, and Unwin), Dalton South Ward Councillors (Councillors Bell, James and Millar).  Executive Committee – Councillors Pidduck, Richardson and Williams. 

(73)
POLLUTION INTO MORECAMBE BAY


Councillors Callister, McClure and Williams.

(74)
SCRUTINY OF LOCAL HEALTH


Councillor Flitcroft.

(75)
SELLAFIELD LOCAL LIAISON COMMITTEE

Observer: Councillor Dawes.

(76)
SENIOR CITIZENS' CLUBS: EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE


Councillor Bleasdale and Flitcroft.
(77)
SUPPORTING PEOPLE COMMISSIONING BODY


Councillor James and Housing Manager.

(78)
SURE START BARROW: SUPERVISORY BOARD

Chairman of Executive Committee – Councillor Guselli.

(79)
WEST LAKES RENAISSANCE BOARD

Director: Chairman of the Executive Committee – Councillor Guselli.
MEMBERSHIP OF FORUMS, PANELS, WORKING GROUPS ETC. 2008/2009
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Medical Assessment/Housing Applications Appeals Panel
3 Members selected by Chief Executive in accordance with proportionality rules.

Review Board – Housing Register/Homeless Applicants
3 Members selected by Chief Executive in accordance with proportionality rules.

Private Rented Accommodation Group (Accredited Letting Scheme and Proposed Licensing)

3 Members selected by Chief Executive in accordance with proportionality rules.

Renovation Grants Panel (2:1:1:0:0)

Councillors James, Jefferson, J. R. Richardson and Waiting.

Planning Policy Working Group (3:1:1:1:0)

(Three Members Executive Committee and three Members Planning Committee).

Conservative – Councillors Bleasdale (Planning), McClure (Planning) and Williams (Executive)



Labour – Husband (Planning)
Independent Group – Stephenson (Executive)
Socialist People’s Party - J Hamezeian (Executive)
Member Training Working Group (2:1:1:0:0)

Councillors Flitcroft, Pidduck, Stephenson and Williams.

Early Retirement Panel (2:1:1:0:0)
Councillors Pidduck, Richardson, Solloway and Williams.

Grading Appeals Panel (2:1:0:1:0)

Councillors J Hamezeian, Pidduck, Richardson and Williams.

Local Government Working Group (4:2:1:1:1)

Garnett, Guselli. Pidduck, Richardson, Roberts and Williams plus 1 Independent. 1 Socialist People’s Party and 1 Barrow Borough Independent.

Health and Safety Working Group
Councillors Barlow, Callister and Williams plus one additional member from the Conservative Group.

6 – New Lease – Abbey FM

The Chief Executive informed the Committee that 22(A) Duke Street, Barrow-in-Furness consisted of 1,895 sq. ft of modern office space, refurbished in 2005 as part of the Market Hall Refurbishment Phase 1 project.

The accommodation had been let to Abbey FM on a term of 12 years from 1st July, 2006 at a rent of £12,000 pa to be reviewed in the sixth year.
The Director of Corporate Services had delegated powers to enter into a new lease up to a period of ten years in consultation with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of this Committee.

Formal Committee approval had not obtained at the time; therefore, it was recommended that retrospective approval be given to the granting of the lease.

RESOLVED:- To agree that retrospective approval be given to the granting of a lease to Abbey FM on those terms reported.

7 – Land at Flass Lane

The Chief Executive informed the Committee that the Council had just completed a new access road development off Flass Lane.

The new road had enabled access to development land, formerly known as Smallholding 10 and Smallholding 11.

The sale of Smallholding Number 10 to Risedale Developments had now been completed and development of a new nursing home was underway.

As a result of the new road development an area of land had become severed from the remaining Council owned land.  The land was not required for highway purposes and therefore was surplus to requirements.

The owner of 59 Flass Lane had expressed an interest in the land.  It was proposed to transfer the land at nil consideration although the land had a small capital value that would be offset by future maintenance liabilities should it remain in Council ownership.  The owner of 59 Flass Lane having an obligation to secure the land and maintain the land as garden.
RESOLVED:- To agree to the transfer of land at Flass Lane on the terms reported.

8 – Provision of Play Areas

The Committee considered a detailed report of the Policy Review Officer regarding the provision of play areas.  The Committee was informed that one of the Council’s Key Priorities for 2007/08 was to undertake a qualitative review of fixed play provision.  The review had now been completed by the Regeneration and Community Services Overview and Scrutiny Committee and the findings were detailed in the report considered by the Committee.
Councillor Mrs Heath who was the Council’s spokesperson for Children and Young People had been co-opted on to the workgroup.
Views had also been sought from the Community Development Officer from Cumbria County Council and a representative from Cumbria Police.

Members had agreed that the review should cover the play value of fixed play areas; sustainable maintenance of fixed play areas and the provision of play areas for teenagers.

Management Team had considered the report and had agreed the recommendations.
RESOLVED:- (i) To agree that the Council adopt a policy of providing a manageable number of appropriately located high quality play areas with a sustainable maintenance programme;
(ii) To agree that the Council review the provision of playgrounds under Section 106 agreements on an individual basis and consider using the funding to enhance existing play areas in the locality of the new developments;
(iii) To agree to retain thirty-eight of the current forty-four play areas with on-going maintenance. Consideration should be given to enhancing the retained play areas as funding becomes available;

(iv) To consider providing a play area at Rampside;

(v) To agree that the play areas at Marsh Street Askam, Bewley Steps, Egerton Court, Fell Street and Keats Close were of limited play value and should be closed and landscaped. The Council should consider consulting with residents before determining closure of these play areas;

(vi) To agree that the junior play area in Barrow Park should be replaced with a skateboard park;

(vii) To consider relocating the play area on Buttermere Drive Dalton; and

(viii) To consider the provision of youth shelters for teenagers.

9 – Recognition of Service

The Chief Executive reported that former Councillors Joughin and Waiting had given long and distinguished service to the Council, both of them serving as Leader of the Council and Leader of the Opposition.

Bill Joughin had first been appointed a Councillor on 7th June 1973 and had held a number of senior positions in the Council, including Leader of his party and the Council.  He was also the Mayor of the Council from 1978 to 1979.

Terry Waiting had first been appointed as a Councillor in 7th May 1987 and also held a number of senior positions in the Council, including Leader of his party and the Council.  

As Leader of the Council both former members held a high profile in political and local government life in Cumbria, and gave unselfishly of their time, effort and commitment in pursuing the Borough’s best interests.

The Council recognised long service of its Officers through the award of an engraved watch, and in view of their service to the Borough, he requested authority to offer the same honour, or an equivalent gift, to Messrs Joughin and Waiting with the Council’s gratitude.

A Member also suggested that in view of former Councillor Edie Garside’s long standing service she also be awarded an engraved watch or an equivalent gift.

Another Member expressed his concern that the Chief Executive had a conflict of interest in that Bill Joughin and Terry Waiting had supported the position of the Chief Executive during the Legionella outbreak.

RESOLVED:- To agree in recognition of the long and distinguished service of former Councillors Edie Garside, Bill Joughin and Terry Waiting to award an engraved watch or an equivalent gift.

10 – The Ship Inn, Piel Island
The Committee was reminded that on 9th April, 2008 it had authorised the Director of Regeneration and Community Services to enter into a contract for the first phase of the refurbishment works (to the Ship Inn) with the lowest tenderer to a contract value not exceeding £250,000.
Having reviewed the tender specification the contractor had confirmed that to ‘weather-proof’ the building by re-roofing, re-rendering and installing new rainwater goods, doors and windows the revised contract sum was £278,135.46, including professional fees of £12,000 the total cost of the works was £290,135.46.

The additional costs could be accommodated in the Investment/Contingency Fund in the Capital Programme.

RESOLVED:- (i) To note the revised figure of £290,135.46;

(ii) To authorise the Director of Regeneration and Community Services to enter into a contract for the first phase of the refurbishment works to the Ship Inn, Piel Island; and
(iii) To vary the Capital Programme with the additional costs being met from the Investment/Contingency Fund.
REFERRED ITEMS

THE FOLLOWING MATTERS ARE REFERRED TO COUNCIL FOR DECISION

11 – Application for Waiver of Discount on the Sale of Former Council Flat at Anson Street, Barrow-in-Furness

The Director of Corporate Services reported details of an application made to have the repayable discount due to the Council, on the sale of his former Council flat waived because of the adverse effect on the owner’s health due to anti-social behaviour which included drug dealing and drug use in nearby properties.  
Representations had been received from the owners Medical Centre and Cumbria Constabulary.

Under Section 155 of the Housing Act, 1985, former social tenants who dispose of a property within a specified period after purchasing it under the Right to Buy scheme have to repay, upon demand by the former landlord, all or part of the discount they received on purchase, unless it was an exempted disposal.  Section 185 of the Housing Act 2004 also clarified that former landlords had discretion not to demand that former social tenants repay part or all of the discount they received, in certain circumstances, where repayment would lead to demonstrable personal hardship.

One of these circumstances was ‘extreme anti-social behaviour, such as persistent drug dealing in an adjoining property’.
The discount to be repaid was expressed as a percentage of the original valuation of the property.  The maximum amount of repayment was an equivalent percentage of the resale price on disposal, disregarding any increases attributable to home improvements, but decreased by one fifth for each complete year since the property was sold.  

RECOMMENDED:- To recommend the Council to waive all the discount to be repaid to the Council by the owner of the former Council flat at Anson Street, Barrow-in-Furness, in order for the owner to purchase another property.

12 – Application for Waiver of Discount on the Sale of Former Council House at Levens Terrace, Barrow-in-Furness

Under Section 155 of the Housing Act, 1985, former social tenants who dispose of a property within a specified period after purchasing it under the Right to Buy scheme have to repay, upon demand by the former landlord, all or part of the discount they received on purchase, unless it was an exempted disposal.  Section 185 of the Housing Act 2004 also clarified that former landlords had discretion not to demand that former social tenants repay part or all of the discount they received, in certain circumstances, where repayment would lead to demonstrable personal hardship.  
The discount to be repaid was expressed as a percentage of the original valuation of the property.   The maximum amount of repayment was an equivalent percentage of the resale price on disposal, disregarding any increases attributable to home improvements, but decreased by one fifth for each complete year since the property was sold.  

The Committee was informed that in April 2008, possession proceedings were imminent.  That resulted in the owner making a request for an immediate decision in respect of the application.  If the Council did not agree to the shortfall being waived both the owner and dependent would be made homeless, the property repossessed and the amount eventually paid to the Council, by the mortgagee in possession, considerably less.

In view of the urgency of the matter Management Team had agreed to the waiver the shortfall after seeking approval from the Leader of the Council and Councillor Jean Waiting.

RECOMMENDED:- To agree that retrospective approval be given for the waiver of the shortfall in respect of the repayable discount due to the Council, on the sale of the former Council house at Levens Terrace, Barrow-in-Furness.

The meeting closed at 3.10 p.m.
