BOROUGH OF BARROW-IN-FURNESS

LICENSING COMMITTEE








Meeting: 7th February, 2013







at 2.00 p.m.

PRESENT:- Councillors Callister (Chairman), Irwin (Vice-Chairman), Biggins, Graham, Maddox, Pemberton, Richardson, Seward, C. Thomson and Wall.

51 – The Local Government Act, 1972 as amended by the Local Government          (Access to Information) Act, 1985 and Access to Information (Variation) Order 2006

Discussion arising hereon it was

RESOLVED:- That under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act, 1972 the public and press be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraphs 2 and 7 (Minute Nos. 56-58) of Part One of Schedule 12A of the said Act.

52 – Apologies for Absence/Attendance of Substitute Members

An apology for absence was received from Councillor Roberts.
Councillor Richardson had attended as a substitute for Councillor Roberts for this meeting only.
53 – Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting held on 3rd January, 2013 were taken as read and confirmed.
54 – European Market, Street Trading
The Environmental Health Manager submitted a report regarding a proposal by European Gift Events to organise and promote a Continental Market in Barrow Town Centre on Dalton Road for a period of four days between 1st and 4th May, 2013 as a promotional and commercial venture to encourage shopping in Barrow. 
The Market would comprise of ten Traders which would be selling a variety of goods such as English glass and china, Turkish jewellery, Italian biscuits, olives, Egyptian textiles, picture palace, cosmetics, therapy bracelets, fudge factory, pet beds, South American clothing and crafts.  

The Environmental Health Manager had requested that she be given delegated authority to issue street trading consents in the Town Centre for the relevant period, subject to details being negotiated by the Town Centre and Festivals Manager and precise stall locations being agreed in consultation with the Highway Authority and Emergency Services.  

It was noted that the Town Centre and Festivals Manager already held a premises licence for Barrow Town Centre and therefore Members were only dealing with the street trading aspects of the event.
The Environmental Health Manager advised Members that the application was consistent the Council’s Policy on street trading whereby it would it attract more people to the town and it would complement existing business.
RESOLVED:- (i) To agree in principle to the holding of a Continental Market on Dalton Road from 1st to 4th May, 2013;
(ii) To agree that delegated authority be given to Officers to issue Street Trading consents subject to consultees being in agreement and that their requirements be satisfied; and

(iii) To agree that a fee of £1200 be charged for the consent. 
55 – South Cumbria and Furness International Festival of Food 8th and 9th June, 2013
The Environmental Health Manager reported that the Council at the request of Barrow Traders’ Association proposed to hold a food festival in Barrow Town Centre on 8th and 9th June, 2013.  
The festival would have two main elements, namely:-
1. The installation of a Marquee on the Town Square to host cookery demonstrations by Celebrity Chefs.   The Chefs would give demonstrations which would be ticketed, a ticketed session would feature two Chefs each cooking for 40 minutes and there would be three sessions per day on Saturday 8th and Sunday 9th June and signed books would be sold; and

2. Trade stands and food stalls would be sited along Dalton Road and Portland Walk and would feature specialist food producers and outlets.  These would be either gazebos or specialist catering vehicles.

The Town Centre and Festivals Manager attended the meeting to address the Committee.  She advised that she was keen that the local community embraced the Festival which offered the opportunity for local shops and suppliers to engage with the Festival, for example a local pub could have a real ale festival that weekend and a café could put a festival dish on its menu etc.  She reported that the line-up of Celebrity Chefs participating in the event which would be known as “Foodie Fest” included:-

· Alan Coxon (Birmingham to Bombay);

· Simon Rimmer (Sunday Brunch and Something for the Weekend);

· Chef Ooy (No. 1 Thai Chef in UK);

· Andrew Nutter (Nutter’s Restaurant and Sky Food Network);

· Sean Wilson (Saddleworth Cheese Company, the Great Northern Cookbook; formerly Martin Platt of Coronation Street);
· Peter Sidwell (Lakes on a Plate and Britain’s Best Bakery);

· Jean Christophe Novelli (Hell’s Kitchen); and

· Norman Musa (Lotus Formula 1 Touring Chef 2010 Series and Britain’s leading Malaysian Chef and owner of the Ning Restaurant, Manchester).
It was noted that the Town Centre and Festivals Manager already held a premises licence for Barrow Town Centre and therefore Members would only be dealing with the street trading aspects of the event.
The Environmental Health Manager advised Members that the application was consistent with the Council’s policy on street trading whereby it would attract more people to the town, provide entertainment and complement existing business.
RESOLVED:- To agree that the Town Centre and Festivals Manager, subject to the agreement of the County Highway Authority and the Emergency Services, be granted a Street Trading Consent for the South Cumbria and Furness International Festival of Food (Foodie Fest) on 8th and 9th June, 2013 and that she be given delegated authority to allocate stalls on Dalton Road, Portland Walk and the Town Square.
56 – Application for Private Hire Driver’s Licence
The Environmental Health Manager reported on an application she had received for a Private Hire Vehicle Driver’s Licence from Mr C. McG. S.  She submitted information which had been drawn to her attention concerning the applicant and set out details of the Committee’s policy regarding such matters.  

The applicant attended the meeting and addressed the Committee.  A Police Representative was also present.

It was moved by Councillor Richardson and seconded by Councillor Biggins that the application be granted subject to a severe written warning.  This was voted upon and declared lost.

It was further moved by Councillor Maddox and seconded by Councillor Thomson that the application be refused and that the applicant should reapply after May 2014.  This was voted upon, and

RESOLVED:- That the application from Mr C. McG. S. for a Private Hire Vehicle Driver’s Licence be refused but he be informed that the Committee would reconsider his application after May 2014 if he wished to reapply at that time.  Mr C. McG. S was also advised that he may lodge an appeal against the Committee’s decision in the Magistrates’ Court within 21 days.
57 – Application for Private Hire Driver’s Licence
The Environmental Health Manager reported on an application she had received for a Private Hire Vehicle Driver’s Licence from Mr R. M.  She submitted information which had been drawn to her attention concerning the applicant and set out details of the Committee’s policy regarding such matters.  

The applicant attended the meeting and addressed the Committee.  A Police Representative was also present.

RESOLVED:- That the application for a Private Hire Vehicle Driver’s Licence from Mr R. M. be approved and a severe written warning be issued.
58 – Private Hire Vehicle Driver
The Environmental Health Manager reported on information concerning a Private Hire Vehicle Driver, Ms S. J. M.  She submitted information which had been drawn to her attention concerning the driver and set out details of the Committee’s policy regarding such matters.

Ms S. J. M. attended the meeting and addressed the Committee.  A Police Representative was also present.

RESOLVED:- To agree that Ms S. J. M. should retain her Private Hire Vehicle Driver’s Licence and a verbal warning be issued.
The meeting closed at 2.50 p.m.

