BOROUGH OF BARROW-IN-FURNESS

LICENSING COMMITTEE







     Meeting: Thursday 19th December, 2013







     at 2.00 p.m.

PRESENT:- Councillors Callister (Chairman), Irwin (Vice-Chairman), Biggins, Derbyshire, Maddox, Opie, Pemberton, Seward and Wall.

43 – The Local Government Act, 1972 as amended by the Local Government          (Access to Information) Act, 1985 and Access to Information (Variation)          Order 2006

Discussion arising hereon it was

RESOLVED:- That under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act, 1972 the public and press be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they involved the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraphs 2 and 7 (Minute Nos. 47 to 54) of Part One of Schedule 12A of the said Act.

44 – Declaration of Interest

Councillor Callister declared an interest in Agenda Item 11 – Application for a Private Hire/Hackney Carriage Vehicle Driver’s Licence as the applicant was known to him.  He left the meeting during consideration of the item.
45 – Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors W. McClure and Roberts.
46 – Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting held on 14th November, 2013 were agreed as a correct record.  The Minutes of the Licensing Sub-Committee held on 12th November, 2013 were noted.
47 – Application for Variation to a Gaming Machine Permit for JD Wetherspoon PLC for Furness Railway, Abbey Road, Barrow-in-Furness
The Environmental Health Manager informed the Committee that an application had been received for a Variation to a Gaming Machine Permit from JD Wetherspoon PLC for Furness Railway, Abbey Road, Barrow-in-Furness.  JD Wetherspoon PLC would like to increase the number of gaming machines available from five to six.
Premises such as The Furness Railway that were licensed under the Licensing Act 2003 for on-sales of alcohol had an automatic entitlement to make available two gaming machines.
Category C gaming machines allowed a maximum stake of 50p and a maximum prize of £25.00. Category D gaming machines allowed a maximum stake of 10p or 30p (non-monetary) and a maximum prize of £5 cash (£8 non-monetary).
To take advantage of that entitlement, Premises Licence holders must give notice to the Licensing Authority and pay the prescribed fee (currently £50). The Licensing Authority had no discretion in that situation. 
In addition, a premises licensed as above could apply for a Premises Gaming Machine Permit to allow them to make available any number of category C or D machines. Officers had delegated authority to determine applications for up to a maximum of four machines in any individual premises. 

Licensing Authorities were required to consider an application for a permit based on the licensing objectives, the Guidance issued to Licensing Authorities and “such matters as they think relevant”.

The Committee considered the Gambling Commission – Gaming Machine Code of Practice and the Council’s Statement of Gambling Policy.

The Police Authority had confirmed that they had no objections to the application.

A representative of JD Wetherspoon was in attendance to discuss the application.
RESOLVED:- To approve the application to vary the Gaming Machine Permit from JD Wetherspoon PLC for Furness Railway, Abbey Road, Barrow from five to six machines.
48 – Application for Private Hire/Hackney Carriage Vehicle Driver’s Licence
The Environmental Health Manager reported on an application she had received for a Private Hire/Hackney Carriage Vehicle Driver’s Licence from Mr P. B.  She submitted information which had been drawn to her attention concerning the applicant and set out Committee’s policy regarding such matters.  

The applicant attended the meeting and addressed the Committee.  A Police representative was also in attendance.
It was moved by Councillor Biggins and seconded by Councillor Pointer that the application be granted until 31st August, 2014 along with a severe written warning.  That was voted upon and declared carried.  The results were 8 for and 1 against.
RESOLVED:- To agree to grant Mr P. B. with a Private Hire/Hackney Carriage Vehicle Driver’s Licence until 31st August, 2014 along with a severe warning letter.
Note: Immediately after the vote had been taken Councillor Derbyshire asked that it be recorded in the Minutes that she had voted against the motion.
49 – Renewal Application for a Hackney Carriage Driver 
The Environmental Health Manager reported on a renewal application she had received for a Hackney Carriage Vehicle Driver’s Licence from Mr G. T. B.  She submitted information which had been drawn to her attention concerning the applicant and set out Committee’s policy regarding such matters.  

Mr G. T. B. had been invited to attend the meeting to address the Committee but had failed to do so.  A Police representative was also in attendance.
RESOLVED:- To agree to defer consideration of this matter and to re-invite Mr G. T. B. to the next meeting to provide him with a further opportunity to address the Committee.  

50 – Application for Private Hire/Hackney Carriage Vehicle Driver’s Licence
The Environmental Health Manager reported on an application she had received for a Private Hire/Hackney Carriage Vehicle Driver’s Licence from Mr C. D. M.  She submitted information which had been drawn to her attention concerning the applicant and set out Committee’s policy regarding such matters.  

The applicant along with a representative attended the meeting and addressed the Committee.  A Police representative was also in attendance.
It was moved by Councillor Maddox and seconded by Councillor Derbyshire to refuse the application for a Private Hire/Hackney Carriage Vehicle Driver’s Licence.

RESOLVED:- To agree unanimously to refuse the application for a Private Hire/Hackney Carriage Vehicle Driver’s Licence as the Council’s Licensing Policy and Guidelines relating to the relevance of convictions stated that an application would normally be refused if it is made within 3 to 5 years from the date of the convictions for an offence relating to Dishonesty.
51 – Application for Private Hire/Hackney Carriage Vehicle Driver’s Licence
The Environmental Health Manager reported on an application she had received for a Private Hire/Hackney Carriage Vehicle Driver’s Licence from Mr W. G. H.  She submitted information which had been drawn to her attention concerning the applicant and set out Committee’s policy regarding such matters.  

The applicant attended the meeting and addressed the Committee.  A Police representative was also in attendance.
It was moved by Councillor Maddox and seconded by Councillor Derbyshire to refuse the application for a Private Hire/Hackney Carriage Vehicle Driver’s Licence.

RESOLVED:- To refuse the application for a Private Hire/Hackney Carriage Driver’s Licence as the Council’s Licensing Policy and Guidelines relating to the relevance of convictions stated that an application would normally be refused it if is made within 3 to 5 years from the date of conviction for an offence relating to the possession of drugs.
52 – Application for Private Hire/Hackney Carriage Vehicle Driver’s Licence
The Environmental Health Manager re-submitted an application she had received for a Private Hire/Hackney Carriage Vehicle Driver’s Licence from Mr A. R.  The application had been deferred at the last meeting (Minute No. 44 refers) to allow further information to be obtained.

The applicant attended the meeting and addressed the Committee.  A Police representative was also in attendance.
The Committee was informed that the further information requested had not been received.
RESOLVED:- To agree to defer consideration of the application to allow further information to be obtained to determine whether or not the applicant met the higher level requirement of Group 2 standards for vocational drivers as laid down by the DVLA.
53 – Application for Private Hire/Hackney Carriage Vehicle Driver’s Licence
The Environmental Health Manager reported on an application she had received for a Private Hire/Hackney Carriage Vehicle Driver’s Licence from Mr K. C.  She submitted information which had been drawn to her attention concerning the applicant and set out details of the Licensing Authority’s medical guidelines regarding such matters.

The applicant along with a representative attended the meeting and addressed the Committee.  A Police representative was also in attendance.
RESOLVED:- To agree to grant Mr K. C. with a Private Hire/Hackney Carriage Vehicle Driver’s Licence subject to evidence on renewal being received from the GP.
54 – Application for Scrap Metal Dealers Collectors Licence
The Environmental Health Manager reported that an application for a Scrap Metal Dealers Collectors Licence had been received from Mr J. L. S.  She submitted information which had been drawn to her attention concerning the applicant.
The applicant attended the meeting and addressed the Committee.  A Police representative was also in attendance.
RESOLVED:- To agree to grant the application for a Scrap Metal Dealers Collectors Licence to Mr J. L. S. subject to the under-mentioned condition be imposed on the licence:-
The dealer can receive scrap metal only between 9.00 a.m. and 5.00 p.m. on any day.

The meeting closed at 3.47 p.m.

