BOROUGH OF BARROW-IN-FURNESS

LICENSING COMMITTEE








Meeting: 21st March, 2013








at 2.00 p.m.

PRESENT:- Councillors Callister (Chairman), Irwin (Vice-Chairman), Biggins, Graham (Minute Nos. 59-64 only), Maddox, Pointer, Richardson, Roberts and Wall.

59 – The Local Government Act, 1972 as amended by the Local Government          (Access to Information) Act, 1985 and Access to Information (Variation) Order 2006

Discussion arising hereon it was

RESOLVED:- That under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act, 1972 the public and press be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraphs 2 and 7 (Minute Nos. 66-67) of Part One of Schedule 12A of the said Act.

60 – Declarations of Interest

Councillor Graham declared an interest in Agenda Item No. 9 – Hackney Carriage Vehicle Driver (Minute No. 66) as she knew the applicant.  She left the meeting during consideration of this item.
Councillor Maddox declared an interest in Agenda Item No. 8 – Wear a Hat Day – Street Trading (Minute No. 65) as she was involved in the event and would be judging the hat competition.  She left the meeting during consideration of this item.

Councillor Pointer declared an interest in Agenda Item No. 8 – Wear a Hat Day – Street Trading (Minute No. 65) as the person who was in attendance was known to him.

Councillor Wall declared an interest in Agenda Item No. 8 – Wear a Hat Day – Street Trading (Minute No. 65) as she knew the applicant who was requiring the Street Trading Licence.

61 – Apologies for Absence/Attendance of Substitutes
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors W. McClure, Pemberton and Seward.

Councillors Richardson and Pointer replaced Councillors Pemberton and Seward respectively for this meeting only.

62 – Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting held on 7th February, 2013 were taken as read and confirmed.

63 – Licensing Sub-Committee Minutes
The Minutes of the Licensing Sub-Committee held on 16th January, 2013 were noted.

64 – Appointment of Licensing Officer

The Environmental Health Manager reported that following the resignation of Peter Davies from the post of Licensing Officer in February 2013, the Borough Council had sought to recruit an Officer to continue the effective partnership working with the licensing trade and other enforcement agencies that had developed during Peter’s tenure in the post.

The Environmental Health Manager reported that Jennifer Curtis had been appointed as Licensing Officer with effect from 4th March, 2013.  In order that Members had an opportunity to welcome Jennifer to the Borough Council she was in attendance at today’s meeting.

The Licensing Committee welcomed Jennifer to the Borough Council.
RESOLVED:- That the information be noted.

65 – Wear a Hat Day – Street Trading

The Environmental Health Manager reported that she had received an application for a Street Trading Consent from Mr A. Jackson of MMX Events to site the following amusements and food concessions on the Town Square outside Forum 28 on 30th March, 2013:-

1) 1 children’s merry go round approximately 14’ diameter;

2) 1 Burger Van; and

3) 1 Oriental Food Stall.

This would be part of the Wear a Hat Day event which was intended to raise money for the Brain Tumour Research Organisation.

Similar applications had been approved in the past subject to no adverse comments being received from consultees and subject to the attractions being sited in a position which was to their satisfaction.

A copy of the letter of application was attached as an appendix to the Environmental Health Manager’s report.  At the time of writing her report she had received no comments from consultees, however at the meeting the Environmental Health Manager distributed an e-mail from the Town Centre Manager with regarding the application.  In the e-mail she requested that Members consider the need for a “burger van” since there were food outlets already on the edge of the Square, namely the Forum, Tastebuds and Daddy’s Café within the Market.  She added that whilst the fairground element of this event falls within the Council’s policy, the food outlets would only do so if they complemented existing businesses by offering something not readily available, e.g. fairground confectionary, donuts etc.
Mr Jackson, a representative of MMX Events attended the meeting to discuss the application with Members of the Committee.  
It was also requested that the Committee waive the fee for the street trading consents which was currently £50.50 per item giving a total of £151.50.

RESOLVED:- (i) That the Environmental Health Manager be given delegated authority to issue Street Trading Consents for all the above-mentioned amusements and food concessions in the relevant part of Barrow Town Centre on 30th March, 2013 subject to the application being to the satisfaction of the Highways Authority and the emergency services; and
(ii) That the £151.50 fee be waived.

66 – Hackney Carriage Vehicle Driver

The Environmental Health Manager reported on information concerning a Hackney Carriage Vehicle Driver, Mr G. T.  She submitted information which had been drawn to her attention concerning the driver and set out details of the Committee’s policy regarding such matters.  

Mr G. T. along with a representative attended the meeting and addressed the Committee.  A Police Representative was also present.

RESOLVED:- To agree that Mr G. T. should retain his Hackney Carriage Vehicle Driver’s Licence and a verbal warning be issued.

67 – Hackney Carriage Vehicle Driver

The Environmental Health Manager reported on information concerning a Hackney Carriage Vehicle Driver, Mr D. J.  She submitted information which had been drawn to her attention concerning the driver and set out details of the Committee’s policy regarding such matters.  

Mr D. J. had been invited to attend today’s meeting but had not done so.  A Police representative was present.
It was moved and duly seconded that Mr D. J’s licence be suspended until his renewal date which was 29th April, 2013 and then at that time if he wished to renew his licence his application should be brought to the Committee for consideration.

RESOLVED:- To agree that Mr D. J’s licence be suspended until his renewal date (29th April, 2013) and then if he applied to renew his licence, his application should be brought to the Committee for consideration.

The meeting closed at 2.50 p.m.

