BOROUGH OF BARROW-IN-FURNESS

LICENSING COMMITTEE









  Meeting: 24th March, 2011








  at 2.00 p.m.

PRESENT:- Councillors D. Roberts (Chairman), Biggins, Callister, Irwin, McEwan, Pointer and Unwin.

56 – The Local Government Act, 1972 as amended by the Local Government       (Access to Information) Act, 1985 and Access to Information (Variation)       Order 2006 – Urgent Item

RESOLVED:- That by reason of the special circumstances outlined below the Chairman is of the opinion that the following item of business not specified on the agenda should be considered at the meeting as a matter of urgency in accordance with Section 100B(4)(b) of the Local Government Act, 1972.



Item






Reason

Application for Hackney Carriage/Private
The next meeting of the Committee had
Hire Vehicle Drivers Licence (Minute No. 65)
not yet been determined.

57 – The Local Government Act, 1972 as amended by the Local Government (Access to Information) Act, 1985 and Access to Information (Variation) Order 2006

Discussion arising hereon it was

RESOLVED:- That under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act, 1972 the public and press be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they involved the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraphs 2 and 7 (Minute Nos. 62, 63, 64 and 65) of Part One of Schedule 12A of the said Act.

58 – Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting held on 3rd February, 2011 were taken as read and confirmed.

59 – Licensing of Street/Pavement Cafes – Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act Schedule 5 Part V11A Highways Act 1980
The Chief Environmental Health Officer submitted a report regarding Street/Pavement Café Licences which were currently issued by Cumbria County Council as Highways Authority.  Street/Pavement Cafe licences permitted food business operators to serve food and drink outside premises on the pavement.  Problems, including significant time delay, had been encountered by applicants when making application for such licences.

The Town Centre Design Framework 2005 as part of the regeneration of Barrow town centre proposed the promotion of a café culture where cafes and public houses were encouraged to provide high quality designed pavement cafes to enhance the local streetscene.

Currently, applications for street/ pavement café licences were made to Cumbria County Council Highways Authority.  Meetings had recently been held with partnership organisations to discuss the issue of street/pavement cafes and how applications for licences could be more effectively administered as currently applications for street/pavement café licences could take a considerable time to be determined.

The Town Centre Manager along with other local commercial partners had raised concerns that any delay in administration may deter business operators from making application for street/pavement licences to the detriment of the quality of the streetscene locally and it had been proposed that Barrow Borough Council should take over the administration of the applications within the Borough subject to agreement with Cumbria County Council acting as Highway Authority

It was considered that the proposed change would produce benefits for applicants by speeding up the procedure and allowing more local influence and flexibility with each individual application being treated on its merits.  It was emphasised that the Borough Council would continue to consult and obtain the approval of the Highway Authority on each application prior to a licence being granted.

A copy of Cumbria County Council Licence Conditions - Guidance for Applicants was attached as an Appendix to the report for information and it was intended that this document would continue to be used to regulate the compliance of applicants.  Conditions could be added, deleted or amended as necessary to accommodate individual applications requirements.

The current fee for a Pavement Café Licence was £100.00.

The factors taken into account when considering an application were:-

· The amount of space the activity would take up on the pavement;
· How the activity would look when it was up and running; and
· The effect it may have on local residents, businesses, workers, shoppers and visitors.

Applications would be subject to consultation with a number of Authorities including Cumbria County Council and the Police Authority.  There was also a requirement for public consultation by way of the display or a public notice on the building for a period of 28 days.

The Chief Environmental Health Officer requested Members to approve that the Borough Council carry out the administration, grant and enforcement of applications for Street/Pavement Café Licences on behalf of Cumbria County Council subject to agreement with the County Council and to delegate authority to him to grant licences subject to no objections being received following consultations during the application process.

RESOLVED:- (i) To agree that Members adopt as a principle that the Borough Council carry out the administration, grant and enforcement of Street/Pavement Café Licences subject to agreement with Cumbria County Council; and

(ii) To agree that the Chief Environmental Health Officer be given delegated authority to issue such licences, subject to no objections being received during the consultation and application process.

60 – Equalities Impact Assessment – Advice to Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Vehicle Drivers and Operators – Disability Awareness
The Chief Environmental Health Officer submitted a report regarding a recent Equalities Impact Assessment of the Council’s Taxi services which suggested that a guidance document for drivers and operators be produced to raise disability awareness amongst the licensed trade when dealing with disabled passengers.

Attached as an Appendix to the report was a copy of a guidance document intended to be distributed to all drivers and private hire operators licensed within the Council.  This document was based on one issued by Carlisle City Council but had been modified following discussions with a member from the Barrow and District Disability Association.

The Committee were requested to approve the guidance document for distribution to all drivers and operators licensed by the Council.
RESOLVED:- To agree that the guidance document be distributed to all drivers and operators licensed by the Borough Council.

61 – Code of Good Conduct – Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Trade
The Chief Environmental Health Officer submitted a report regarding a recent Equalities Impact Assessment of the Council’s Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Vehicle services which had resulted in a suggestion that guidance be developed with the taxi trade on standards of behaviour and conduct.

A draft Code of Good Conduct had thereafter been produced which dealt with licence holders responsibilities to the service, the client and local residents as well as dress code and general matters.

Attached as an appendix to the report was a copy of the Draft Code of Good Conduct.

Members were requested to consider the suitability of this type of code as an aid to improving standards generally and agree and authorise the Chief Environmental Officer to consult with the trade and report back at a later date with any representations received as a preliminary  to adopting the Code.

RESOLVED:- (i) To agree that the Chief Environmental Health Officer be authorised to consult with taxi drivers on the draft Code of Good Conduct; and

(ii) To agree that the Chief Environmental Health Officer report back to a future meeting on the outcome of the consultation exercise.

62 – Application for a Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Vehicle Drivers Licence

The Chief Environmental Health Officer reported on an application he had received for a Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Vehicle Drivers Licence from Mr L. K.  He submitted information which had been drawn to his attention concerning the applicant and set out details of the Committees policy regarding such matters.  
Mr L. K. attended the meeting and addressed the Committee.  A Police representative was also present.
RESOLVED:- To agree to grant Mr L. K. with a Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Vehicle Drivers Licence on the understanding that he received a written warning as to his future conduct.
63 – Private Hire Vehicle Driver

The Chief Environmental Health Officer reported on information concerning a Private Hire Vehicle Driver, Mr J. S.  He submitted information which had been drawn to his attention concerning the driver and set out details of the Committee’s policy regarding such matters.

Mr J. S. attended the meeting and addressed the Committee.  A Police representative was also present.

RESOLVED:- To agree to allow Mr J. S. to retain his Private Hire Vehicle Driver’s Licence on the understanding that he received a written warning as to his future conduct.
64 – Application for a Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Vehicle Drivers Licence

The Chief Environmental Health Officer reported on an application he had received for a Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Vehicle Drivers Licence from Mr M. R. N. G.  He submitted information which had been drawn to his attention concerning the applicant and set out details of the Committees policy regarding such matters.  

Mr M. R. N. G. attended the meeting and addressed the Committee.  A Police representative was also present.

RESOLVED:- To agree to grant Mr M. R. N. G. with a Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Vehicle Drivers Licence on the understanding that he received a written warning as to his future conduct.

65 – Application for a Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Vehicle Drivers Licence

The Chief Environmental Health Officer reported on an application he had received for a Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Vehicle Drivers Licence from Mr D. C. M.  He submitted information which had been drawn to his attention concerning the applicant and set out details of the Committees policy regarding such matters.  

Mr D. C. M. and a representative attended the meeting and addressed the Committee.  A Police representative was also present.

RESOLVED:- To agree to grant Mr D. C. M. with a Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Vehicle Drivers Licence on the understanding that he received a severe written warning as to his future conduct.

The meeting closed at 3.05 p.m.
