BOROUGH OF BARROW-IN-FURNESS

LICENSING REGULATORY COMMITTEE







     Meeting: Thursday 20th March, 2014






     at 2.00 p.m.

PRESENT:- Councillors Callister (Chairman), Irwin (Vice-Chairman), Biggins, Derbyshire, Maddox, Opie, Roberts and Seward.

12 – The Local Government Act, 1972 as amended by the Local Government          (Access to Information) Act, 1985 and Access to Information (Variation)          Order 2006

Discussion arising hereon it was

RESOLVED:- That under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act, 1972 the public and press be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they involved the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 2 (Minute Nos. 17-18) of Part One of Schedule 12A of the said Act.

13 – Declarations of Interest

Councillor Opie declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in Agenda Item No. 8 – Private Hire Driver Fitness to Drive (Minute No. 17) as the applicant was a friend.  She left the meeting during consideration of this item.

14 – Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Graham, Pemberton and Wall.
15 – Minutes

The Minutes of the Licensing Regulatory Committee held on 6th February, 2014 were taken as read and confirmed.
16 – DVLA Driver Licence Checks
The Environmental Health Manager reported that applicants for new and renewal Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Vehicle Driver’s Licences were required to provide their DVLA Driving Licence as part of the application process.  This enabled Officers to identify any driving offences and therefore check compliance with the guidelines relating to the relevance of convictions for applicants for the grant and renewal of Licences to Drive Hackney Carriages and Private Hire vehicles.

Due to an increase in inaccurate information being provided by applicants, two companies had been approached to provide details of systems which could be used to check and provide accurate data direct from the DVLA.  This would ensure that Officers had up to date details of the applicant’s DVLA Driving Licence to make the necessary checks.

A trial period was carried out using a company called Transport Training Services.  Their system allowed for two licence checks per year at a cost of £5 per check which would be charged to applicants in the licence fee therefore there would be no additional cost to the Council.  The system would also automatically notify the Council when a driver exceeded 9 points.

The Environmental Health Manager requested Members to approve the use of Transport Training Services to provide the above-mentioned checks.  Such an approval would align the Council with other Cumbrian Councils who were already using similar systems to provide up to date and accurate data.

RESOLVED:- That the use of the system provided by Transport Training Services for all new and renewal applications be approved.
17 – Private Hire Driver Fitness to Drive
The Environmental Health Manager reported on details of a medical examination relating to a Private Hire Vehicle Driver, Mr L. T.
A medical condition had raised concerns over his fitness to be licensed but since the report had been published Mr L. T. had produced the necessary documentation required to prove he was within Group 2 standards.  Therefore the Environmental Health Manager had issued his licence under delegated authority.
RESOLVED:- That the report be noted.

18 – Private Hire Vehicle Driver’s Licence – Renewal Application and Hackney Carriage Vehicle Driver Application
The Environmental Health Officer reported on a renewal application she had received for a Private Hire Vehicle Driver’s Licence and a new application for a Hackney Carriage Vehicle Driver’s Licence from Mr A. J.  She submitted information which had been drawn to her attention concerning the applicant and set out details of the Committee’s policy regarding such matters.  

Mr A. J. attended the meeting to address the Committee.  A Police representative was also present.

RESOLVED:- To agree:-

(i)
To renew the Private Hire Vehicle Driver’s Licence;

(ii)
To grant the new application for a Hackney Carriage Vehicle Driver’s Licence; and
(iii)
That a severe written warning be issued as to the future conduct of the driver.
The meeting closed at 2.31 p.m.

