
BOROUGH OF BARROW-IN-FURNESS 
 

OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 
 
      Meeting:- 8th February, 2012 
      at 2.00 p.m. (Committee Room No. 4) 
 

A G E N D A 
 
PART ONE 
 
1. To note any items which the Chairman considers to be of an urgent 

nature. 
 
2. To receive notice from Members who may wish to move any delegated 

matter non-delegated and which will be decided by a majority of Members 
present and voting at the meeting. 

 
3. Admission of Public and Press 

 
To consider whether the public and press should be excluded from the 
meeting during consideration on any of the items on the agenda. 
 

4. Disclosures of Interests and any declarations under Paragraph 16: 
Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rules (Party Whip). 

 
A Member with a personal interest in a matter to be considered at this 
meeting must either before the matter is discussed or when the interest 
becomes apparent disclose 
 
1. The existence of that interest to the meeting. 
 
2. The nature of the interest. 
 
3. Decide whether they have a prejudicial interest. 
 
A note on declaring interests at meetings, which incorporates certain other 
aspects of the Code of Conduct and a pro-forma for completion where 
interests are disclosed will be available at the meeting. 
 

5. Apologies for Absence/Attendance of Substitutes. 
 
6. Confirmation of Minutes of the meeting held on 7th December, 2011 (copy 

attached). 
 

(R) 7. Scrutiny of the Council Budget for the Year 2011-2012. 
 
NOTE   (D) – Delegated 
   (R) – Referred 



Membership of Committee 
 
Councillors Roberts (Chairman) 
  Doughty (Vice-Chairman) 
  Biggins 
  Derbyshire 
  Hamilton 
  Husband 
  Johnston 
  R. McClure 
  Opie 
  Preston 
  C. Thomson 
  M. A. Thomson 
 
For queries regarding this agenda, please contact: 
 Keely Fisher 
 Democratic Services Officer 
 Tel: 01229 876313 
 Email: ksfisher@barrowbc.gov.uk 
 
Published: 31st January, 2011. 
 

mailto:ksfisher@barrowbc.gov.uk


BOROUGH OF BARROW IN FURNESS 

OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 
 
        Meeting, Wednesday, 7th December, 2011 
        at 2.00 p.m.  
 
PRESENT:- Councillors Roberts (Chairman), Doughty (Vice-Chairman), Biggins, 
Derbyshire, Hamilton, Husband, Johnston, Opie, Preston, C. Thomson and M. A. 
Thomson. 
 
24 – Apologies for Absence/Attendance of Substitute Members 
 
An apology for absence was submitted from Councillor R. McClure. 
 
25 – Minutes 
 
The Minutes of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 9th November, 2011 
were taken as read and confirmed. 
 
26 – Work Programme 
 
The Policy Review Officer reported that the Committee had recently completed its 
review into the allotment service and had submitted its recommendations to the 
Executive Committee. 
 
The next item on the scrutiny work programme was coastal protection.  The Policy 
Review Officer suggested that the Committee identify a workgroup to undertake this 
review but wait until January 2012 when the Walney Island Coastal Protection Strategy 
was due to be published.  In the mean time he suggested that he would circulate other 
coastal protection information to allow Members to consider the scope of this review. 
 
The Policy Review Officer also reported on the document published by DEFRA stating 
that Local Authorities were to receive additional funding to prepare for floods.  £21 
million worth of grants to help Councils protect and support their community when 
managing flood risk had been confirmed by the Environment Secretary.  The funds had 
been allocated based on the individual risk that each Local Authority had.  Funding for 
2011/12 would total £21 million, rising to £36 million for 2012/13 and subsequent years 
of this Spending Review period. 
 
The Policy Review Officer reported that Cumbria County Council had been allocated 
£339,000 in 2012/13 which was to be distributed between the six Local Authorities in 
the area. 
 



Members considered the information and agreed that a Coastal Protection Work Group 
be set up consisting of Councillors Derbyshire, Husband, C. Thomson and M. A. 
Thomson and that Phil Huck be invited to that meeting to discuss the issues with 
Members.  The Group was to meet fairly soon to enable appropriate officers to prepare 
a bid for funding from Cumbria County. 
 
The Policy Review Officer also submitted a copy of the current work programme, as 
follows:- 
 

Item Topic Scope of the review 
1 Allotments To review the Council’s arrangements for 

managing tenancies and the waiting list. 
Ensure the allotment service is financially 
sustainable 

2 Street Cleanliness To review to Council’s arrangements for 
working with the contractor to deliver a higher 
standard of street cleanliness. 
To ensure appropriate arrangements are in 
place to manage external factors the impact on 
street cleanliness e.g. seagulls and fly tipping. 

3 Coastal Protection The implementation of phase four of the Flood 
and Coastal Erosion Risk Management 
Strategy has resulted in changes to way in 
which coastal defence projects are funded. 
The review will focus on our medium term 
project plan and how it will be funded. 

4 Estates and Asset 
Management 

To review arrangements for maximising 
income from our assets and the potential for 
the disposal of redundant assets. 

5 Town Centres 
Development and 
Supporting Local 
Traders 

Review arrangements for supporting local 
traders in the current economic climate. 

6 Highways and Car 
Parking 

Review the provision of highways maintenance 
by Cumbria County Council. Review street 
lighting and on-street parking arrangements. 

7 Economic 
Development, 
Planning and 
Development Control. 

Review arrangements for planning and 
economic development in light of the reduced 
funding as a result of the Governments deficit 
reduction programme. Ensure the Council still 
has appropriate arrangements in place to 
access development funding 



8 Cultural Services Review the impact of the Council’s service 
review on cultural services. The review will 
consider events, distribution of funding and 
service charges. 

9 Policy and Strategy Monitor the development of and performance 
against the council’s key priorities. 

10 Housing Strategy Review availability of private sector and 
socially housing and consider partnership 
arrangements to ensure that the availability of 
housing in the borough meets demand.  

 
RESOLVED:- (i) That Members agree to delay the review into Coastal Protection until 
the Walney Island Coastal Protection Strategy is published in January 2012; and 
 
(ii) That a Coastal Protection Work Group be set up consisting of Councillors 
Derbyshire, Husband, C. Thomson and M. A. Thomson.   
 
27 – Street Cleansing 
 
The Policy Review Officer reported that the Streetcare Team were continuing to focus 
on improving heavily contaminated areas and it was clear that presentation of side 
waste, particularly food waste was a major contributor to the lower standard of 
cleanliness in some areas.  The Streetcare Team and the waste collection contractor 
were working to reduce side waste and therefore reduce the burden on the Street 
Cleansing Teams.  A more effective street cleaning programme had been developed 
and implemented. 
 
Councillor M. A. Thomson continued to attend the contract meetings and was kept up to 
date with any significant issues. 
 
Members of the work group met the contract staff on 29th November and the Policy 
Review Officer submitted a verbal report.  He reported that the number of complaints on 
street cleanliness had fallen dramatically and that Biffa were working really well on all 
street cleanliness issues.  For the last consecutive months Biffa had also received 
100% compliance for Health and Safety 
 
RESOLVED:- That the information in the report be noted. 
 
The meeting closed 2.16 p.m. 



             Part One 

OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 

Date of Meeting:      8th February, 2012 

Reporting Officer:   Borough Treasurer 

(R) 
Agenda 

Item 
7 

 
Title: Scrutiny of the Council Budget for the Year 2012-2013 
 
Summary and Conclusions:  
 
The meeting is called to consider any items in the Council’s Budget 2012-2013 
for comment or scrutiny. 
 
Recommendations:  
 
Members are recommended to raise any issues/responses relating to the 
budget proposals for 2012-2013. 
 
 
Report 
 
The Executive Committee on 1st February 2012 will consider the budget 
proposals for 2012-2013 and their recommendations will be before Council in 

February 2012. 
 
Members of this Committee have the opportunity to scrutinise the budget 
proposals and raise any concerns to full Council at the meeting in February 
2012. 
 
For Members’ information the Executive Committee report with the related 
appendices is attached. 
 
Background Papers  
 
Nil 



             Part One 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Date of Meeting: 1st  February, 2012 

Reporting Officer:      Borough Treasurer 

(R) 
Agenda 

Item 
9 

 
Title: Budget Proposals 2012-2013  
 
Summary and Conclusions:  
 
This report presents the budget proposals for 2012-2013.  The Budget 
Strategy will be considered by Council on 24th January 2012.  This budget has 
been based on that strategy with refinements to some of the assumptions 
then used to reflect more up to date information. 
 
Recommendations:  
 
To recommend the Council:- 
 
General Fund 
 
1. To set the budget at £13,049,648 with a 3.49% increase in the Council Tax 

for Borough area. The annual Band A tax will be £139.28 (an annual 
increase of £4.70 or 9 pence per week) and Band D £208.92 (an annual 
increase of £7.05 or 14 pence per week). (See Appendix 2 and 3); 

2. To agree the Parish precepts of £103,000; Dalton with Newton £73,000, 
Askam and Ireleth £27,000 and Lindal and Marton £3,000 parish councils.  
The total revenue budget including parish precepts is £13,152,648; 

3. To agree to the following changes in reserves (See Appendix 4): 
• To add the transition grant for 2012-2013 of £2,985,778 to the           

 restructuring reserve in accordance with agreed budget strategy. 
• To add the net planned surplus for 2012-2013 of £709,580 to the          

 restructuring reserve in accordance with the agreed budget strategy; 
4. To agree the fees and charges for 2012-2013 as listed in Appendix 5 and 

6; 
5. To note the medium term forecast of the revenue budget based on the 

agreed strategy, Appendix 7; 
6. To note that the current year projected outturn is expected to achieve a 

contribution to balances of £266,200; and 
 
Housing Revenue Account 
 
7. To consider the recommendations of the Housing Management Forum 

regarding the Housing Revenue Account. See Appendix 8 and 9. 
 
 



Report 
 
Outturn 2011-2012 
 
The current year projected outturn is expected to be a surplus of £266,200. 
This was mainly due to receiving the new homes bonus grant of £157,870, 
and the recovery of VAT amounting to £101,860.  The projected surplus for 
2011-2012 has already been incorporated into the strategy calculations. 
 
The Financial Settlement 
 
There has been no change to the settlement figures previously announced by 
the DCLG. 
 
Council Tax Freeze Grant 
 
In 2011-2012 the Government introduced a grant to encourage councils to 
freeze the tax.  This grant will be included as part of the financial settlement 
for the CSR period to compensate for the loss of tax income resulting from 
freezing the tax in 2011-2012. 
 
In October 2011 the Government announced that a separate Council Tax 
freeze grant would be available for 2012-2013 but this grant would be a one 
off payment.  This means that the loss of tax income will not be supported by 
future compensation from central government. 
 
For Barrow the 2012-2013 grant would be £108,686 which is the equivalent of 
a 2.5% increase in tax.  However, accepting this offer would mean that the 
income forgone over the CSR period would amount to around £532,000.  This 
would have a major impact on the Council’s reserves. 
 
The budget has been prepared on the assumption that the Council will not 
take up the offer of this grant for 2012-2013. 
 
Budget 2012-2013 
 
The budget strategy will be considered by Council on 24th January 2012. This 
budget has been based on that strategy with refinements to some of the 
assumptions then used to reflect more up to date information. 
 
It is proposed that the budget is to be set at £13,049,648 (excluding parish 
precepts).  This represents a 3.49% increase in Council Tax for Borough area. 
The annual Band A tax will be £139.28 and Band D tax will be £208.92. 
 
Based on the strategy, the net surplus for 2012-2013 of £709,580 has been 
added to the restructuring reserve to be used in the coming years to achieve a 
balanced budget by the end of the spending review period to 2015-2016. 
 
A public consultation exercise relating to the budget strategy has already 
been carried out so there is no need for further consultation on setting the 



budget.  The Overview and Scrutiny Committee will be held on 8th February 
2012 to consider the budget. 
 
A Council meeting is to be held on 21st February 2012 to approve the budget 
and set the Council Tax. 
 
Housing Revenue Account 
 
The Housing Revenue Account budget 2012-2013 was submitted to the 
Housing Forum for consultation on 19th January 2012.  This Committee is 
required to consider those recommendations. 
 
(i) Legal Implications 
 
Statutory requirements to set the budget and Council Tax. 
 
(ii) Risk Assessment 
 
The assumptions have been assessed using previous trends and current 
relevant information. 
 
(iii) Financial Implications 
 
The budget strategy included details of the financial implications for the years 
2012-2013 to 2015-2016. 
 
(iv) Health and Safety Implications 
 
The recommendations have no implications. 
 
(v) Key Priorities or Corporate Aims 
 
The key priorities are a major consideration in the budget setting process. 
 
(vi) Equality and Diversity 
 
The recommendations have no implications. 
 
(vii) Health and Well-being Implications 
 
The recommendations have no implications.  
 
Background Papers 
 
Budget preparation files 
Financial settlement 
Self-Financing determination 
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