BOROUGH OF BARROW-IN-FURNESS

A MEETING OF THE COUNCIL of this Borough was held at the Town Hall, Barrow-in-Furness at 5.30 p.m. on Tuesday the 19th day of January, 2016 to take into consideration and determine upon the following subjects, namely: -

1.
-
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.


2.
-
MINUTES.


3.
-
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.


4.
-
ANNOUNCEMENTS.


5.
-
(A) 
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE                         

 
FOLLOWING COMMITTEES AND                            

 
CONSIDER RECOMMENDATIONS.


(1)
PLANNING


(2)
LICENSING REGULATORY


(3)
LICENSING


(4)
EXECUTIVE


(5)
AUDIT

(B) 
QUESTIONS TO THE LEADER OF THE            

COUNCIL.


6.
-
APPOINTMENT OF OFFICIAL SPOKESPERSON –                            

HEALTH AND WELLBEING.

7.
-
NOTICE OF MOTION UNDER RULE 11.


8.
-
NOTICE OF MOTION UNDER RULE 11.
9.
-
TO ORDER THE COMMON SEAL TO BE                  

AFFIXED TO DOCUMENTS.

PRESENT:- Councillor M. A. Thomson (Mayor in the Chair) and Councillors Barlow, Biggins, Brook, Burns, Callister, Cassells, Cassidy, Gawne, Hamilton, Harkin, Heath, Husband, Johnston, R. McClure, W. McClure, McEwan, McLeavy, Murphy, Pemberton, Pidduck, Preston, Roberts, Seward, Sweeney, C. Thomson, Thurlow and Wall.
Officers Present:- Phil Huck (Executive Director), Sue Roberts (Director of Resources), Jon Huck (Democratic Services Manager and Monitoring Officer), Keely Fisher (Democratic Services Officer) and Sharron Rushton (Democratic Services Officer).

The meeting was opened with prayers by the Council’s Chaplain.

58 – Minutes Silence 
The Mayor requested Members to stand and observe a one minute’s silence as a mark of respect for Borough and Parish Councillor and former Mayor of Dalton, William Bleasdale who had recently passed away.

59 – Declarations of Interest
Councillor Heath declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in any matter relating to South Lakes Safari Zoo Ltd as this was her place of work.  She stated that she would leave the meeting if this matter was discussed.

Councillor Sweeney declared an other interest in Minute No. 86 of the Executive Committee – Barrow and District Credit Union Deposit.  He was a Director of the Credit Union (unpaid).  He left the meeting during consideration of the item.
60 – Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting held on 13th October, 2015 and the Extraordinary meeting held on 15th December, 2015 were taken as read and confirmed.
61 – Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were submitted from Councillors Derbyshire, Gill, Maddox, Opie and Williams.
62 – Announcements
There were no announcements from the Chairman, Leader or Head of Paid Service.
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES
63 – Planning
It was moved by Councillor M. A. Thomson, and

RESOLVED:- That the report of the meetings of the Planning Committee held on 3rd November, 1st December, 2015 and 5th January, 2016 be received.

64 – Licensing Regulatory

It was moved by Councillor Callister, and 
RESOLVED:- That the report of the meetings of the Licensing Regulatory Committee held on 15th October, 12th November and 17th December, 2015 be received.
65 – Licensing

It was moved by Councillor Callister, and

RESOLVED:- That the report of the meetings of the Licensing Committee held on 12th November and 17th December, 2015 be received and that it be noted that the Licensing Committee on 15th October, 2015 had been cancelled.
66 – Executive

It was moved by Councillor Pidduck and seconded by Councillor Burns that the report of the meeting of the Executive Committee held on 21st October and 2nd December, 2015 be received and that each of the recommendations contained therein be adopted.
RESOLVED:- That the report of the meeting of the Executive Committee held on 21st October and 2nd December, 2015 be received and that each of the recommendations contained therein be adopted, as follows:-
1.
Acting as Accountable Body
RESOLVED:- To agree the following Accountable Body principles:
The Council may act as Accountable Body without formal approval by Full Council where the project was no more than £50k and satisfied the requirements of the Financial Regulations; Management Board retained the option to request Full Council approval.
2.
Establishment Change
RESOLVED:- To approve the creation of a permanent part-time Maintenance Assistant on Scale 1.
3.
Statement of Policy – Determination of Criminal Convictions in Relation to Animal Licences

RESOLVED:- To agree that the Statement of Policy Determination of Criminal Convictions in Relation to Animal Licences as amended be adopted.

4.
Zoo Licensing Act 1981 (as amended) – Policy for Recharging Zoo Licensing Fees within Barrow Borough Council


RESOLVED:- To approve the Policy for Recharging Zoo Licensing Fees within Barrow Borough Council.

5.
St Francis Church

RESOLVED:- To designate St Francis Church as the Polling Station for Polling District/Polling Place FB instead of the Richard Cave MS Centre for the Ormsgill Ward.

6.
Reviewing the Member Development Strategy


RESOLVED:- To approve the revised Member Development Strategy.

7.
Housing Management System Replacement

RESOLVED:- To approve the choice of Civica cx as replacement of the existing Housing Management System and agree that the costs were met from the HRA balance and that a 10% capital contingency be available from the HRA balance should it be needed.

8.
Council Finances Quarter 2 2015-2016

RESOLVED:- 

(i)
To approve the inclusion of the replacement Housing Management System as a project of £240,433 with agreed funding in the Capital Programme; and

(ii)
To approve the use of £10,000 from the budget contingency reserve for new Chapel furniture.
9.
HRA Balance


RESOLVED:- To agree that the HRA balance be used to fund the settlement of the Housing Maintenance Contract uplift incorporating agreed additional works and inflation thereon, and that Officers make payment once settlement was agreed.

10.
Establishment Change

RESOLVED:-

(i)
To approve the creation of a full time Temporary Administrative Assistant on Scale 2/3 (£15,207 to £17,372 per annum) in Development Services, for two years to be funded by additional unbudgeted income; and

(ii)
To agree that the short-term temp recruited in the interim, be offered the remaining term of the two year period and that there would be no further recruitment process.

11.
Barrow and District Credit Union Deposit

RESOLVED:- 
(i)
To agree to continue to place £10,000 as a corporate deposit with the Barrow and District Credit Union;

(ii)
To agree that the annual review of the corporate deposit be performed by the Director of Resources with any concerns reported to the Executive Committee at the first opportunity; and

(iii)
To delegate the withdrawal of funds from the Council’s corporate deposit to the Director of Resources or the Executive Director, subject to the notice period.

12.
Members’ Allowances Scheme – Report of the Independent Remuneration Panel

RESOLVED:- 

(i)
To agree that the Council remove Recommendation 3(ii) – Travel Inside the Borough – 40p per mile; and

(ii)
To accept the Recommendations of the Independent Remuneration Panel for inclusion in the Scheme with the above variation.

13.
Smoke and Carbon Monoxide Alarm (England) Regulations 2015

RESOLVED:- 

(i)
To authorise the Assistant Director of Regeneration and Built Environment to approve remedial notices and penalty charge notices, and other notices as required by the Regulations, and to approve in writing Officers to act as “authorised persons” who can take remedial action;
(ii)
To authorise the Executive Director and Director of Resources to carry out reviews of penalty charge notices; and

(iii)
To approve the Statement of Principles for determining the amount of penalty charges.

14.
Letting Agents – Requirement to Belong to a Redress Scheme


RESOLVED:-

(i)
To authorise the Assistant Director of Regeneration and Built Environment to approve remedial notices and penalty charge notices, and other notices as required by the Regulations, and to approve in writing Officers to act as “authorised persons” who can take remedial action;

(ii)
To authorise the Executive Director and Director of Resources to carry out reviews of penalty charge notices; and

(iii)
To approve the Statement of Principles for determining the amount of penalty charges.

15.
Members Travelling on Council Business

RESOLVED:- To approve the Policy for Members travelling on Council business.

16.
Absence Management

RESOLVED:- To approve the Absence Management Policy and Procedure.
67 – Audit

It was moved by Councillor Burns and,

RESOLVED:- That the report of the meeting of the Audit Committee held on 10th December, 2015 be received.

68 – Questions to the Leader of the Council

There were no questions submitted to the Leader of the Council under Notice as required by Standing Order 10.2 and 10.4.
The Leader of the Council took the following question without notice from a Member which was relevant to the business of the meeting:-

Councillor Johnston referred to Minute No. 81 (Performance Management) of the Executive Committee on 2nd December, 2015 and asked the Leader:-
1. Whether anything could be done regarding numerous companies fly tipping near the communal bins at the Flats on Barrow Island.
The Leader responded to the question.

69 – Appointment of Official Spokesperson – Health and Wellbeing

The Executive Director reported that former Councillor Graham was the Council’s Official Spokesperson for Health and Wellbeing.  As she resigned as a Councillor in September 2015 the Council were now requested to appoint a Member as the Council’s Official Spokesperson for Health and Wellbeing.

RESOLVED:- That Councillor Cassells be appointed as the Council’s Official Spokesperson for Health and Wellbeing.

70 – Notice of Motion Under Rule 11

The following motion had been signed by Councillors Sweeney and Pidduck and had been provided to the Council with notice under Rule 11:-

“Council offers its sympathy to those people in Cumbria and further afield affected by flooding over recent weeks and will continue to offer what support it can.


Council regards the level of government support as grossly inadequate for the damage that has been suffered and instructs the Leader of the Council and the Executive Director to lobby with the other Local Authorities for increased funding for repairs and for long term solutions to the flooding risks.

Council is also very concerned at the apparent lack of resilience in electricity supplies, communications, and transport links, highlighted especially in Lancaster. Council urges the government to carry out an urgent review of the recent incidents and, unlike on previous occasions, to listen to expert advice and take action”.

It was moved by Councillor Pidduck and seconded by Councillor Cassells that the following amendment be made to the motion:-

“Council offers its sympathy to those people in Cumbria and further afield affected by flooding over recent weeks and will continue to offer what support it can.


Council regards the level of government support as grossly inadequate for the damage that has been suffered and instructs the Leader of the Council and the Executive Director to lobby with the other Local Authorities for increased funding for repairs and for long term solutions to the flooding risks, including the A590.

Council is also very concerned at the apparent lack of resilience in electricity supplies, communications, transport links and NHS, highlighted especially in Lancaster. Council urges the government to carry out an urgent review of the recent incidents and, unlike on previous occasions, to listen to expert advice and take action”.

A vote was taken on the amendment and was unanimously agreed.
RESOLVED:- (i) To agree that the Council offered its sympathy to those people in Cumbria and further afield affected by flooding over recent weeks and continued to offer what support it could;

(ii) To agree that the Leader of the Council and the Executive Director lobby with the other Local Authorities for increased funding for repairs and for long term solutions to the flooding risks, including the A590; and

(iii) To agree that the Council urges the government to carry out an urgent review of the lack of resilience in electricity supplies, communications, transport links and NHS and listened to expert advice and take action.
71 – Notice of Motion Under Rule 11

The following motion had been signed by Councillors Pidduck and Sweeney and had been provided to the Council with notice under Rule 11:-


“Council notes that once again Central Government has hit hardest, Councils with small tax bases and high levels of social need.


Next year the people of the Borough of Barrow-in-Furness will have the biggest cut in funding of any area of the Country, whilst affluent areas in the South of England get big increases in their funding”.

It was moved by Councillor C. Thomson and seconded by Councillor Sweeney that a named vote be taken on the motion.

The named vote was recorded as follows:-

Those in favour of the motion, 28 namely, Councillors Barlow, Biggins, Brook, Burns, Callister, Cassells, Cassidy, Gawne, Hamilton, Harkin, Heath, Husband, Johnston, R. McClure, W. McClure, McEwan, McLeavy, Murphy, Pemberton, Pidduck, Preston, Roberts, Seward, Sweeney, C. Thomson, M. A. Thomson, Thurlow and Wall.

The motion was declared unanimously carried and it was;
RESOLVED:- To agree that the Council noted that once again that Central Government had hit hardest, Councils with small tax bases and high levels of social need.

Next year the people of the Borough of Barrow-in-Furness would have the biggest cut in funding of any area of the Country, whilst affluent areas in the South of England get big increases in their funding
72 – Common Seal

RESOLVED:- That the Council authorises the affixing of its Common Seal to any documents to give effect to the Minutes and proceedings of the Committees submitted to or approved by this meeting and any other matters dealt with at this meeting.

The meeting closed at 6.50 p.m.

