BOROUGH OF BARROW-IN-FURNESS

AN EXTRAORINDARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL of this Borough was held at the Town Hall, Barrow-in-Furness at 5.30 p.m. on Tuesday the 6th day of September, 2016 to take into consideration and determine upon the following subjects, namely: -

1.
-
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.


2.
-
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.


3.
-
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE                        

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND CONSIDER       

RECOMMENDATIONS.


4.
-
PUBLIC CONSULTATION ON 2016/20 BUDGET                   

STRATEGY.
5.
-
TO ORDER THE COMMON SEAL TO BE                  

AFFIXED TO DOCUMENTS.

PRESENT:- Councillor Husband (Mayor in the Chair) and Councillors Barlow, Biggins, Blezard, Brook, Burns, Callister, Cassells, Cassidy, Derbyshire, Gawne, Gill, Hamilton, Harkin (Minute Nos. 40-41 only), R. McClure, W. McClure, McEwan, McLeavy, Murphy, Murray, Pidduck, Preston, Seward, Sweeney, C. Thomson, Wall and Williams.
Officers Present:- Phil Huck (Executive Director), Sue Roberts (Director of Resources), Keith Johnson (Assistant Director – Community Services), Jon Huck (Democratic Services Manager and Monitoring Officer), Keely Fisher (Democratic Services Officer) and Sharron Rushton (Democratic Services Officer).

The meeting was opened with prayers by the Council’s Chaplain.

36 – Declarations of Interest
Councillor McLeavy declared an other registrable interest in Agenda Item No. 3 - Recommendation No. 1.2 (vi) – 2016-2020 Budget Strategy (Minute No. 40).  He was the Vice-Chair of the A590 Theatre Group which used the Forum for its shows.

Councillor Wall declared declared an other registrable interest in Agenda Item No. 3 - Recommendation No. 1.2 (vi) – 2016-2020 Budget Strategy (Minute No. 40).  She was the President of the Walney Junior Amateur Operatic Society which used the Forum for its annual show.
37 – Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were submitted from Councillors Heath, Johnston, Maddox, Pemberton, Proffitt, Roberts, M. A. Thomson and Thurlow.
38 – Suspension of Council Procedure Rules
Councillor Sweeney moved that in accordance with Paragraph 21.1 the Council suspends Paragraph 9.3 only of the Council Procedure Rules for the duration of this meeting only to enable questions by the public on the 2016-2020 Budget Strategy.

Paragraph 9.1 allowing a period of up to 30 minutes prior to the commencement of the business enabling the public to ask questions together with Paragraph 9.4 allowing the speaker and responder to speak once for no longer than five minutes shall still apply.

The Chairman (Mayor) asked the members of the public present whether anybody would like to speak on the public consultation for the 2016-2020 Budget Strategy.  No members of the public present wished to speak on the matter therefore the motion to suspend Paragraph 9.3 of the Council Procedure Rules was not progressed.
RESOLVED:- That it be noted that no members of the public present wished to speak on the 2016-2020 Budget Strategy Public Consultation.

39 – Public Consultation on 2016-2020 Budget Strategy
The Executive Director reported that Members had agreed to a public consultation on the 2016-2020 Budget Strategy and this ran between 20th July and 19th August, 2016.
In total 11 responses were received during this period with one beyond the deadline.

The issues raised were as follows:-
Opposed to outsourcing Forum (10 responses)

Opposed to outsourcing Park Leisure Centre (3 responses)

Opposed to closure of Forum (1 response)

Support for outsourcing Park Leisure Centre (1 response)

Opposed to cuts in toilet provision (1 response)

Opposed to reduction in street cleansing (1 response)

Opposed to increase in allotment rents (1 response)

(Some respondents had commented on more than one issue)

The proposal to outsource the Forum had generated most responses and concerns about the level of charges and access currently enjoyed by local amateur groups were the most commonly raised issues.  Some respondents suggested local companies should be approached for sponsorship and that the venue could be run by local groups.

Members were requested to take these responses into account when considering the Budget Strategy for 2016-2020.
RESOLVED:- That Members take the responses into account when considering the 2016-2020 Budget Strategy.

40 – Executive

It was moved by Councillor Pidduck and seconded by Councillor Sweeney that the report of the meeting of the Executive Committee held on 27th July, 2016 be received and that each of the recommendations contained therein be adopted.

A vote was taken and it was unanimously;

RESOLVED:- That the report of the meeting of the Executive Committee held on 27th July, 2016 be received and that each of the recommendations contained therein be adopted as follows:-

1. 2016-2020 Budget Strategy
RESOLVED:-

(i)
To endorse and adopt the 2016-2020 Budget Strategy;

(ii)
To agree that items of non-recurring expenditure necessary to deliver the 2016-2020 Budget Strategy were funded from the Medium Term Financial Plan reserve; 

(iii)
To agree that the outturn result during the strategy period be met from or added to the Medium Term Financial Plan reserve;

(iv)
To agree that £1m of the Medium Term Financial Plan reserve be set aside into the business rate volatility reserve; part of the Budget Contingency reserve;

(v)
To agree the service resilience recommendations;

(vi)
To agree the leisure recommendation;

(vii)
To agree the burial and cremation recommendations;

(viii)
To agree the ring-fenced properties recommendation;

(ix)
To agree the Dock Museum recommendation;

(x)
To agree the commercial estate recommendation;

(xi)
To agree the kennels recommendations;

(xii)
To agree the playgrounds recommendations;

(xiii)
To agree the allotments recommendations;

(xiv)
To agree the Barrow Park recommendations;

(xv)
To agree the conveniences recommendations;

(xvi)
To approve the Medium Term Financial Plan for 2016-2020; and

(xvii)
To agree that the Budget Strategy and Medium Term Financial Plan be submitted to the Department for Communities and Local Government as the Council’s Efficiency Plan.

2. Financial Outturn 2015-2016

RESOLVED:-

(i)
To note the financial outturn for 2015-2016;

(ii) 
To approve the reserves transactions as set out in Section G of the report;

(iii) 
To note the annual treasury management review; and

(iv)
To note the amounts written off under delegation in 2015-2016.

3. 2016-2020 Budget Strategy
RESOLVED:-

(i) 
To agree that voluntary redundancy/early retirement be offered to the permanent kennels employees at 31st March, 2017;

(ii)
To agree that the permanent kennels post holders were placed on the at risk register from 7th September, 2016, until 31st March, 2017;

(iii)
To agree that voluntary redundancy/early retirement be offered to the sheltered placement team members until 31st March, 2017; and

(v)
To agree that the voluntary redundancy payment weeks were doubled, to a maximum of 52 weeks, for these applicants only.
4. Enforced Sale of 2 Abbsotsfield Gardens, Barrow-in-Furness

RESOLVED:- 

(i) To prepare a statutory declaration (which included the details in the report);

(ii) To apply to the Land Registry to have a charge noted on the property title; and 

(iii) To force the sale of 2 Abbotsfield Gardens, Barrow-in-Furness in the event that the monies owed to the Council remained unpaid.

41 – Common Seal

RESOLVED:- That the Council authorises the affixing of its Common Seal to any documents to give effect to the Minutes and proceedings of the Committees submitted to or approved by this meeting and any other matters dealt with at this meeting.

The meeting closed at 5.50 p.m.

