BOROUGH OF BARROW-IN-FURNESS

LICENSING REGULATORY COMMITTEE







Meeting: Thursday 25th June, 2015






at 2.00 p.m. (Drawing Room)
PRESENT:- Councillors Callister (Chairman), Seward (Vice-Chairman), Biggins, Derbyshire, Gill, Graham, W. McClure, Maddox, Pemberton, Wall and Williams.

Officers Present:- Anne Pearson (Environmental Health Manager), Graham Barker (Principal Environmental Protection and Licensing Officer), Jennifer Curtis (Senior Licensing Officer), Jane Holden (Acting Principal Legal Officer) and Keely Fisher (Democratic Services Officer).

Legal Representative – Mr Paul O’Donnell.

1 – Apologies for Absence/Attendance of Substitute Members

An apology for absence had been received from Councillor Proffitt.
Councillors Gill, Pemberton and Williams had replaced Councillors Bleasdale, Heath and Opie respectively for this meeting only.
2 – Minutes

The Minutes of the Licensing Regulatory Committee meeting held on 12th March, 2015 were taken as read and confirmed.  
3 – Appointments on Outside Panels, Working Groups etc.
The Executive Director circulated an amended report at the meeting for Members’ consideration.  The purpose of the report was to request nominations for the appointments to the Taxi/Private Hire Liaison Group and Taxi Licensing Working Party.
He reported that at the Annual Council meeting on 18th May, 2015 the allocation of seats in respect of Forums, Panels, Working Groups etc. were agreed.  Delegated authority was given to the appropriate Committees to make the necessary appointments.
In the case of the Licensing Regulatory Committee this involved the appointment of Members to the Taxi/Private Hire Liaison Group and Taxi Licensing Working Party.
In accordance with proportionality rules, the notional seat allocations for 2015/2016 were as follows:-

- Taxi/Private Hire Liaison Group – Three Seats (2 Labour: 1 Conservative).

- Taxi Licensing Working Party – Four Seats (3 Labour: 1 Conservative).

RESOLVED:- To agree:-

(i) That the following Members be appointed to serve on the Taxi/Private Hire Liaison Group for 2015/16:-

Councillors Bleasdale, Callister and Maddox; and

(ii) That the following Members be appointed to serve on the Taxi Licensing Working Party for 2015/16:-


Councillors Bleasdale, Callister, Derbyshire and Seward.
4 – Variation of an existing Caravan Site Licence
The Senior Licensing Officer reported that on 22nd April, 2015 a request had made to the Licensing Authority by the licence holder, Salt Marsh Residents Association to vary an existing condition on the Caravan Site Licence for Salt Marsh Caravan Site, Carr Lane, Barrow-in-Furness.
Salt Marsh Residents Association wished to vary the condition in relation to the amount of time residents were permitted to occupy the site over a 12 month period.

The current condition relating to site opening times stated that:-
“Caravans shall be occupied only during the period from the first weekend in March to 14th November in a year”.

The Licensing Authority would like to amend the condition to stated that:-
“Caravans shall be occupied only during the period from 1st March to 31st January the following year”. 

This would change the permitted time being allowed to reside on site from 8 to 11 months a year.

On 24th March, 2015 the applicant was granted planning permission for the intended variation. 

The Caravan Sites and Control of Development Act 1960 stated that the Licensing Authority may attach to the licence any condition which it sees necessary or desirable to impose in the interest of persons living in the caravans, or of other classes of persons, or of the public at large.

Caravan sites and Control of Development Act 1960 Part 1 Section 8 (1) confirmed that the conditions attached to a site licence may be altered at any time (whether by the variation or cancellation of existing conditions, or by the addition of new conditions, or by a combination of any such methods) by the Local Authority, but before exercising their powers under this subsection the Local Authority shall afford to the holder of the licence an opportunity of making representations.

The Senior Licensing Officer recommended that Members approve the variation for the reasons set out below:-

1. The Licensing Authority may vary conditions on a Caravan Site Licence at any time;
2. The request for the variation came from the Licence holder, Salt Marsh Residents Association; they made no further representations to the Licensing Authority varying the condition; and
3. Time restrictions on periods of time residents could occupy a Caravan Site was determined through the planning process. As planning permission had already been granted; there was no adverse impact on the Licensing Authority.

Two representatives from the Salt Marsh Residents Association attended the meeting and addressed the Committee.

RESOLVED:- That the variation to the existing Caravan Site Licence at Salt Marsh Caravan Site, Carr Lane, Barrow-in-Furness be agreed, to allow caravans to be occupied during the period from 1st March to 31st January the following year.
The meeting closed at 2.12 p.m.

