BOROUGH OF BARROW-IN-FURNESS

A MEETING OF THE COUNCIL of this Borough was held at the Town Hall, Barrow-in-Furness at 5.30 p.m. on Tuesday the 10th day of October, 2017 to take into consideration and determine upon the following subjects, namely:-
1.
-
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.


2.
-
MINUTES.


3.
-
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.


4.
-
ANNOUNCEMENTS.


5.
-
(A) 
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE                         

 
FOLLOWING COMMITTEES AND                            

 
CONSIDER RECOMMENDATIONS.


(1)
PLANNING


(2)
LICENSING REGULATORY


(3)
LICENSING


(4)
EXECUTIVE


(5)
AUDIT

(B) 
QUESTIONS TO THE LEADER OF THE            

COUNCIL.

6.
-
TO ORDER THE COMMON SEAL TO BE AFFIXED                          
TO DOCUMENTS.

PRESENT:- Councillor Callister (Mayor in the Chair) and Councillors Barlow, Biggins, Burns, Cassells, Cassidy, Derbyshire, Gawne, Gill, Hamilton, Harkin (from Minute No. 43 only), Husband, Johnston, R. McClure, W. McClure, McEwan, McLeavy, Maddox, Murphy, Murray, Pemberton, Pidduck, Preston, D. Roberts, L. Roberts, Sweeney, M. A. Thomson, Thurlow, Wall and Williams. 
Officers Present: - Phil Huck (Executive Director), Susan Roberts (Director of Resources), Jon Huck (Democratic Services Manager and Monitoring Officer), Sharron Rushton (Democratic Services Officer) and Katie Pepper (Democratic and Electoral Services Apprentice).
The meeting was opened with prayers by the Council’s Chaplain.

34 – Declarations of Interest

No declarations of interest had been received.

35 – Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting held on 18th July, 2017 were taken as read and confirmed.
36– Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Blezard, Brook, Heath, Proffitt, Seward and C. Thomson. 
37 – Announcements
There were no announcements from the Chairman, Leader or Head of Paid Service.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

38 – Planning
It was moved by Councillor M. A. Thomson, and

RESOLVED:- That the reports of the meetings of the Planning Committee held on 15th August, 5th September and 3rd October, 2017 be received.

39 – Licensing Regulatory

It was moved by Councillor Callister, and 

RESOLVED:- That the reports of the meetings of the Licensing Regulatory Committee held on 20th July and 7th September, 2017 be received.

40 – Licensing

It was moved by Councillor Callister, and
RESOLVED:- 
(i) To note that the Licensing Committee on 20th July, 2017 had been cancelled; and
(ii) That the report of the meeting of the Licensing Committee held on 7th September, 2017 be received. 
41 – Executive

It was moved by Councillor Pidduck and seconded by Councillor Sweeney that the report of the meetings of the Executive Committee held on 26th July and 6th September, 2017 be received and that each of the recommendations contained therein be adopted.
RESOLVED:- That the report of the meetings of the Executive Committee held on 26th July and 6th September, 2017 be received and that each of the recommendations contained therein be adopted, as follows:-

1. Grading Appeals Procedure

RESOLVED:- To agree to the amendment of Paragraph 9 of the Grading Appeals Procedure. 
2.
Annual Treasury Statement 
RESOLVED:- To receive the Annual Treasury Statement for 2016-2017.
3.
Outturn 2016-2017
RESOLVED:- 
(i)
To note the outturn for 2016-2017; 

(ii)
To approve the reserves movements as set out in Section 1 of the report; and

(iii)
To note the amounts written off under delegation in 2016-2017.

4.
Smoking Control Policy

RESOLVED:- To approve the updated Smoking Control Policy.
5.
Deaccessioning 
RESOLVED:- To delegate the outlined deaccessioning to the Collections and Exhibitions Manager.
6.
Morecambe Bay – Joint Statement of Intent to Collaborate on Economic Development Initiatives
RESOLVED:- To accept the Joint Statement of Intent to collaborate on economic development initiatives.
7.
2018 - 2019 Council Tax Support 
RESOLVED:- To agree the continuation of the current Local Council Tax Reduction Scheme for 2018 - 2019.
8.
Car Parking Review 
RESOLVED:-

(i)
To agree not to increase the number of contract parking spaces on current pay and display car parks; 

(ii)
To agree that additional contract or season tickets be made available for low demand car parks only; 
(iii)
To agree that the discount scheme for bulk space purchases applied only where a single customer was paying upfront at the start of the year and the discount levels were:

 (i)
10% discount for 10-19 spaces;


 (ii)
20% discount for 20-29 spaces;


 (iii)
30% discount for more than 30 spaces.

(iv)
To agree that the Admin and Parking Services Manager be delegated to apply the discount scheme; and 
(v) 
To agree to continue to monitor the viability of low demand Car Parks. 
42 – Audit
It was moved by Councillor Burns, and

RESOLVED:- That the report of the meetings of the Audit Committee held on 27th July and 21st September, 2017 be received.

43 – Questions to the Leader of the Council

There had been no questions submitted to the Leader of the Council under Notice as required by Standing Order 10.2 and 10.4.

The Leader of the Council took the following questions without notice from Members which were relevant to the business of the meeting:-
1.
Councillor Sweeney referred to Minute No. 14 (Risk Management Report) 
of the Audit Committee on 27th July, 2017 and asked the Leader:-

“Would the Council support campaigns to request the Government changed the ways in which Universal Credit was paid. He stated that it was a deeply flawed system and there had been a huge increase in rent arrears due to the delays.”
2.
Councillor Burns referred to Minute No. 14 (Risk Management Report) of 
the Audit Committee on 27th July, 2017 and asked the Leader:-
“If the Council would make their voices heard and to stop the roll out of Universal Credit until the way in which payments were made was resolved. She stated that due to the current system families were struggling to buy food and pay rent.”
3.
Councillor Sweeney referred to Minute No. 19 (Statement of Accounts) of 
the Audit Committee on 21st September, 2017 and asked the Leader:-

“To ensure the Council maximised its achievements and ensured the public were aware of all the good work being done.  He also requested all staff be thanked for the work carried out.  He stated that the welfare benefits were delivered in partnership with Barrow Citizens Advice Bureau and Barrow District Disability Association.”
4.
Councillor D. Roberts asked the Leader:-

“If work was being carried out in relation to rubbish and weeds on Barrow Island.”
5.
Councillor Johnston asked the Leader:-

“If the Council were responsible for spraying weeds?”

The Leader responded to the above questions.

44 – Common Seal

RESOLVED:- That the Council authorises the affixing of its Common Seal to any documents to give effect to the Minutes and proceedings of the Committees submitted to or approved by this meeting and any other matters dealt with at this meeting.

The meeting closed at 6.05 p.m.

