BOROUGH OF BARROW-IN-FURNESS

A MEETING OF THE COUNCIL of this Borough was held at the Town Hall, Barrow-in-Furness at 5.30 p.m. on Tuesday the 23rd day of January, 2018 to take into consideration and determine upon the following subjects, namely:-
1.
-
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.


2.
-
MINUTES.


3.
-
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.


4.
-
ANNOUNCEMENTS.


5.
-
(A) 
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE                         

 
FOLLOWING COMMITTEES AND                            

 
CONSIDER RECOMMENDATIONS.


(1)
PLANNING


(2)
LICENSING REGULATORY


(3)
LICENSING


(4)
EXECUTIVE


(5)
AUDIT

(B) 
QUESTIONS TO THE LEADER OF THE            

COUNCIL.

6.
-
TO RECEIVE A RPORT FROM THE EXECUTIVE             
DIRECTOR REGARDING THE APPEALS PANEL.

7.
-
NOTICE OF MOTION UNDER RULE 11.

8.
-
NOTICE OF MOTION UNDER RULE 11.

9.
-
NOTICE OF MOTION UNDER RULE 11.

10.
-
TO ORDER THE COMMON SEAL TO BE AFFIXED                          
TO DOCUMENTS.

PRESENT:- Councillor Callister (Mayor in the Chair) and Councillors Barlow, Biggins, Blezard, Burns, Cassidy, Derbyshire, Gawne, Gill, Hamilton, Johnston, R. McClure, W. McClure, McEwan, McLeavy, Maddox, Murphy, Murray, Pemberton, Pidduck, Preston, Proffitt, L. Roberts, Seward, Sweeney, C. Thomson, M. A. Thomson (Minute Nos. 45-57 only) and Wall. 
Officers Present: - Phil Huck (Executive Director), Susan Roberts (Director of Resources), Jon Huck (Democratic Services Manager and Monitoring Officer), Paula Westwood (Democratic Services Officer - Member Support) and Sandra Kemsley (Democratic Services Officer).
The meeting was opened with prayers by the Council’s Chaplain.

45 – Declarations of Interest

No declarations of interest had been received.

46 – Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting held on 10th October, 2017 were taken as read and confirmed.
47 – Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Brook, Harkin, Heath, Husband, D. Roberts, Thurlow and Williams. 
48 – Announcements
There were no announcements from the Chairman, Leader or Head of Paid Service.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

49 – Planning
It was moved by Councillor M. A. Thomson, and

RESOLVED:- That the reports of the meetings of the Planning Committee held on 7th November, 5th December, the special meeting held on 19th December, 2017 and the meeting held on 16th January, 2018 be received.

50 – Licensing Regulatory

It was moved by Councillor Callister, and 

RESOLVED:- That the reports of the meetings of the Licensing Regulatory Committee held on 5th October, 9th November and 7th December, 2017 be received.

51 – Licensing

It was moved by Councillor Callister, and
RESOLVED:- To note that the Licensing Committee meetings on 5th October, 9th November and 7th December, 2017 had been cancelled.
52 – Executive

It was moved by Councillor Pidduck and seconded by Councillor Sweeney that the reports of the meetings of the Executive Committee held on 18th October and 29th November, 2017 be received and that each of the recommendations contained therein be adopted.  There were no recommendations referred to the Council from the special meeting held on 18th December, 2017.
RESOLVED:- That the reports of the meetings of the Executive Committee held on 18th October and 29th November, 2017 be received and that each of the recommendations contained therein be adopted, as follows:-

1. Travel and Subsistence Claims
RESOLVED:- 
(i)
To approve the casual user mileage rate at 40p for in and out of Borough Claims;

(ii)
To approve the ending of the separate training mileage leaving Officers to claim at their usual rate;

(iii)
To approve the casual mileage rate for reimbursing interview candidates;

(iv)
To approve the updated subsistence allowances set out in Section D of the report;

(v)
To approve the three month cut-off period for claims, with an initial three month amnesty; 

(vi)
To agree that the Officer allowances applied to Members; and

(vii) 
To approve the effective date as 1st February, 2018.

2.
Minor Amendment to the Constitution
RESOLVED:- To agree that the Constitution be amended to include the current Assistant Director’s delegation in respect of The Anti Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014:

(v)  Issuing Community Protection Notices
3.
Dog Control and Borough Council Kennelling Service
RESOLVED:- 
(i)
To agree that the Stray Dogs Enforcement Policy be adopted; and
(ii)
To undertake a full review of fees and charges for the Council kennelling service as part of the 2018/19 budget; and
(iii)
To agree that the duration of the following local orders:
(a) Dogs Exclusion from Various Play Areas

(b) Dogs on Leads Order 2008

(c) Dogs on Leads by Direction Order 2008

(d) Dogs Exclusion Order 2008

be extended under Section 60 of the Anti Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 for a period of three years.
4.
Revenues and Benefits and Customer Services
RESOLVED:- 
(i)
To agree that the telephony licences and support be competitively procured from the market;
(ii)
To agree that Customer Services was insourced;

(iii)
To agree that Customer Services across the Council were reviewed as part of a service re-design project;

(vi)
To agree that the Revenue and Benefits Services were considered as a single service division;
(v)
To agree that continued outsourcing and insourcing were the service delivery models considered for Revenues and Benefits; and

(vi)
To agree to insource the Revenues and Benefits Service division.
5.
Consultation on Council Plan 
RESOLVED:- To approve the Council Plan 2017-2020.

6.
Neighbourhood Planning Protocol
RESOLVED:- 
(i)
To note the content and approach set out within the report on Neighbourhood Planning; and

(ii)
To agree that the Neighbourhood Planning Guidance and Protocol documents be adopted as the Council’s formal approach to Neighbourhood Planning.
7.
Off Street Parking Places – New Traffic Regulations Order (TRO) for Council Owned Car Parks and Land
RESOLVED:- To agree to revise the current TRO 2013 in accordance with the requirements of the Local Authorities Traffic Regulation Order (Procedure) (England and Wales) Regulations 1996 and delegate authority to the Executive Director to make a new Order to take effect from 1st April, 2018.
8.
The Council’s IT Strategic Plan
RESOLVED:-

(i)
To approve the IT Strategic Plan; and

(ii)
To agree to invite Councillor Brook onto the IT Monitoring Group.
9.
Employment Matters
RESOLVED:- To approve a permanent part-time HR Officer, 22.5 hours a week on Scale SO1/2 from 1st April, 2018.

53 – Audit
It was moved by Councillor Burns, and

RESOLVED:- That the report of the meeting of the Audit Committee held on 14th December, 2017 be received.

54 – Questions to the Leader of the Council

There had been no questions submitted to the Leader of the Council under Notice as required by Standing Order 10.2 and 10.4.

55 – Appeals Panel
The Executive Director had submitted a report to establish alternative arrangements for the Appeals Panel in exceptional circumstances.
It was noted that the Appeals Panel related to the Council’s employer role and membership was selected by the Executive Director in accordance with proportionality rules when required; there were 4 seats.

It had been proposed that where the Director of Resources concluded that there were exceptional circumstances, for example a conflict of interest, the Director of Resources may establish alternative arrangements for the Appeals Panel by appointment of an independent expert to hear the appeal.  The exceptional circumstances would be considered in consultation with the Monitoring Officer. 

It was moved by Councillor Pidduck and seconded by Councillor Sweeney, and

RESOLVED:- To agree that the Director of Resources be delegated to establish alternative arrangements for the Appeals Panel in exceptional circumstances.

56 – Notice of Motion under Rule 11
The following motion had been signed by Councillors Pidduck and Sweeney and had been provided to the Council with Notice under Rule 11:-

Since Britain joined the European Union, Structural Funds have co-financed a vast range of initiatives to promote economic growth, particularly in older industrial areas. With Brexit, that source of funding will disappear. This Council therefore welcomes the UK Government’s commitment to establishing a UK Shared Prosperity Fund as a potential source of new funding.


However, several issues are unresolved that could play a pivotal role in delivering growth and job in the places that need this the most. The Industrial Communities Alliance has proposed that:

· The Shared Prosperity Fund’s budget should be set at a level that not only compensates for the loss of EU funding (£1.5bn a year) but also provides additional resources to match the scale of the challenge to deliver growth and prosperity across Britain.

· The Fund should focus on narrowing local and regional differences in economic well-being.

· Local authorities should have a strong hand in the management of the new Fund. Local authorities are most closely attuned to local needs and should take the key decisions about spending priorities.


This Council agrees to write to the Chancellor, and Secretaries of State for Business and Communities, with copies to local MPs, calling on the UK Government to incorporate these proposals into the structure of the UK Shared Prosperity Fund.

The motion had been duly seconded by Councillor Sweeney, a vote was taken on the motion and it was,

RESOLVED:- To unanimously agree to support the motion.

57 – Notice of Motion under Rule 11
The following motion had been signed by Councillors Sweeney and L. Roberts and had been provided to the Council with Notice under Rule 11:-

This Council is dismayed and angered by the recent scenes in emergency departments across the country.  Council condemns the Government for its failure to adequately fund the NHS and the care system, which has put lives at risk and placed intolerable burdens on hospital staff.  Council resolves to do all within its power to assist the NHS, but is fully conscious that there is no substitute for adequate funding from the Government.

The motion had been duly seconded by Councillor L. Roberts.

It was further moved by Councillor Sweeney and duly seconded by Councillor L. Roberts that a named vote be taken.  The named vote was recorded as follows:-

Those in favour of the motion, 21, namely: Councillors Barlow, Biggins, Blezard, Burns, Callister, Cassidy, Derbyshire, Hamilton, Johnston, McEwan, Maddox, Murphy, Pidduck, Preston, Proffitt, L. Roberts, Seward, Sweeney, C. Thomson, M. A. Thomson and Wall.

Against the motion, 2, namely: Councillors R. McClure and Pemberton.

Abstentions, 5, namely: Councillors Gawne, Gill, W. McClure, McLeavy and Murray.

The motion was thereupon declared carried and it was,

RESOLVED:- To agree to support the motion.

58 – Notice of Motion under Rule 11
The following motion had been signed by Councillors McEwan and Cassidy and had been provided to the Council with Notice under Rule 11:-

Council notes that: homelessness has risen by 65% since 2010, rough sleeping by 134% since 2011 and currently over 120,000 children are living in temporary accommodation.  Council shares the Public Accounts Committee opinion that the government has been unacceptably complacent in the face of this national crisis.  Council calls on the government to immediately implement the recommendations of the Public Accounts Committee and also to allow councils to build the new housing so desperately needed.

The motion had been duly seconded by Councillor Cassidy.

It was further moved by Councillor Sweeney and duly seconded by Councillor L. Roberts that a named vote be taken.  The named vote was recorded as follows:-

Those in favour of the motion, 20, namely: Councillors Barlow, Biggins, Blezard, Burns, Callister, Cassidy, Derbyshire, Hamilton, Johnston, McEwan, Maddox, Murphy, Pidduck, Preston, Proffitt, L. Roberts, Seward, Sweeney, C. Thomson and Wall.

Against the motion, 4, namely: Councillors Gawne, R. McClure, Murray and Pemberton.

Abstentions, 3, namely: Councillors Gill, W. McClure and McLeavy.

The motion was thereupon declared carried and it was,

RESOLVED:- To agree to support the motion.

59 – Common Seal

RESOLVED:- That the Council authorises the affixing of its Common Seal to any documents to give effect to the Minutes and proceedings of the Committees submitted to or approved by this meeting and any other matters dealt with at this meeting.

The meeting closed at 6.58 p.m.

